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40. CHALMERS (GEO). (1) Plain Truths addressed to the In- 
habitants of America. Containing Remarks on a late Pamphlet 
entitled Common Sense, wherein are shown that the Scheme of 
Independence is Ruinous, Delusive and Impracticable, etc. . . . 
Written by Candidus. (2) Rationalis— Cato’s Letter (being the 
second) to the People of Pennsylvania, on that reception which 
may be proper for British Commissioners, who are at present 
(March 11, 1776) supposed on their Voyage to treat with the 
Honorable The American Continental Congress, with some Obser- 
vations against American Independency. (3) Additions to Plain 
Truth addressed to the Inhabitants of America by the same Au- 
thor. (4) Extract from the Journal of the Proceedings of the 
Honcrable The American Continental Congress, held at Philadel- 
phia, September fifth, 1774. Being that part of their Address to 
the Inhabitants of the Province of Quebec, which enumerates the 
glorious Rights of Englishmen and English Subjects, among which 
are included The Liberty of the Press. Bound in 1 vol. 3 title- 
pages. Half morocco, 136 continuously numbered pages, the last 
item (4) not being paged. Phila.: Printed and Sold by R. Bell 
in Third Street, MDCCLXXVI. 


Ex-Governor Pennypacker’s autograph and bock-plate. Very rare set of 
Revolutionary pamphlets. 
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PLAIN TRUTH; 


INHABITANTS 
OF 
A M E Re C A, 


Containing, Remarks 


‘ON A LATE PAMPHLET: 
| entitled 
COMMON SEN SE, 


Wherein are fhewn, that the Scheme of InpEPENDENCE 
is Ruinous, Delufive, and Impraéticable: That were é 
the Author’s Affeverations, Refpe&ting the Power of . 
America; as Real as Nugatory; Reconciliation on 
liberal Principles with Great Britain, would be 
exalted Policy: And that circumftanced as we are; 
Permanent Liberty; and True Happinefs, can only be 
obtained by Reconéiliation with that Kingdon. 


Written sy CANDIDUS, 


Audi et alterem partem. WHoRaces. | 
; Will ye turn from flattery, and attend to this Side. ? i 


There rrRutH, unlicenc’d, walks; and dares accoft 
Even Kings themfelves, the Monarchs of the Free ! 
Tomson on the Liberties of BRITAIN, i 
: d 
Wess PHILADELPHIA: _ a 
Printéd, and Sold, by R. BELL, in Third-Strest, : 


fe _ MDGCLXXVI. 
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To 
JOHN DICKINSON, Esquire 5 


Aut OUGH Thave not the Honor 


to be known to You: I am not un- 


acquainted with vour native Candor 
and unbounded Benevolence. As happy 


as ob{cure, Iam indeed a ftranger to the 
language of Adulation, Flattery I deteft ; 
Virtue, I Refpect. 


Be not offended Sir, if I remark, that 
your Character, is contemplated with 
profound Veneration, by the Friends of 
the Conftitutions Thofe Abilities, which 
you fo illuftrioufly difplayed in defence 
of the Conftitution ; they now fuppli- 
cate you to exert, in faving it from ims 
pending ruin, under the Syren form of de- 
lufive INDEPENDENCE, 


STEP ie forth ; exert thofe Talents 
~ with which Heaven has endowed YOU s 
and caufe the Parent, and her Children to 
embrace, end be foes no more, Ardous as 


: _ YouR 


DEDICATION: 


your Virtue and Talents, may yet effec 
it. Your Endeavors to ftop the Effufion 
of Blood, of Torrents of Blood, is worthy 
of your acknowledged Humanity.——Even 
the honeft attempt upon recolleétion, will 
afford you ineffable fatisfaction. 


My PRESUMING to infcribe to vou, the 
following crude Remarks, is to remind 
you, Sir, what your diftrefled Country 
expects, nay, loudly demands from your 


~ extenfive Capacity. 


I sec you will forgive this temerity 3 
and that you may long enjoy the fruits of 
your Exalted Virtue, and remain an Honor 
to youR Country, and to Mankind: Is the 
ardent with of 

| Sin, pie oe acc Mey 
Your moft Obedient, fi. 
and Refpeciful Servant, 
CANDIDUS, 


IN.TRODUCTION. 


Wl indignant at the Doctrine contained in® | a 
the Pamphlet, entitled Common Sense: 
I have exprefled myfelf, in the follow- 
ing Obfervations, with fome ardor ; I en- - 


treat the Reader to impute my indigna- 
tion, to honeft zeal againft the Author’s 
‘Infidious Tenets. Animated and impelled 
by every inducement of the Human Heart; 
I love, and (if I dare fo exprefs myfelf,) I 
adore my Country. Paffionately devoted to 
true Liberty ; I glow with the pureft flame 
of Patriotifm. Silver’d with age as I am, 
if I know myfelf, my humble Sword thall 
not be wanting to my Country; (if the 
moft Honorable Terms are not tendered by 
the Britifh Nation) to whofe Sacred Caufe, 
Tam moft fervently devoted. The judicious 
Reader, will not impute my honeft, tho’ 
bold Remarks, to unfriendly defigns againft 


my Children-——againft my Country ; but 
to abhorrence of Independency ;_ which if 
effected, would inevitably plunge our once 
pre-eminently envied Country into Ruin, 
Horror, and Defolation. 
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CONTAINING; . 


REMARKS ON A LATE PAMPHLET; 


ENTITLED COMMON SENSE. ~* 


‘ aS) 


Ww HAVE now before me the Pamphlet, 
e 6entitled COMMON SENSE; on which I 


(hall remark with freedom and candour. 
Tt may not be improper to remind my rea- 
der, that the inveftigation of my fubject, 
demands the utmoft freedom of enquiry. 
I therefore entreat his indulgence; and that 
he will carefully remember, that intempe- 
fate zeal, is a8 injurious to liberty, as a 
manly difcuffion of fads is friendly to its 
é¢ Liberty, fays the great MonTEsQuieu, is 
a right of doing whatever the laws peimit 5 
and if a citizen could do what they forbid, 
he would no longer be pofiefied of liberty, 
becaufe all his fellow citizens would have 
‘the fame power.” In the beginning of his 
_ pamphlet, the Author afferes, that fociety 
in every ftate is a bleffing. ‘Fhis in the fin- 
cerity of my heart I deny ; for it is fupreme 
mifery to be affociated with thofe, who to 
promote their ambitious purpofes, flagiti- 
| : oan as oully 
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oufly pervert the ends of political fociety. 
I do not fay that our Author is indebted to 
Buren’s PotiticaL DisquisiTioNns, or 
to Rousseau’s Social Compact for his de- 
finition of Government, and his large Tree 
although 1 with he had favoured his reader 
with the following extract from that fub- 


tions reafoner. ‘‘ To inveftigate thofe con=, 


ditions of fociety which ey beft anfwer the 
outpele of nations, would require the abi- 
lities of forne fuperior intelligence, who 
fhould be witnefs to all the paffions of men, 
but be fubjedt itfelf to none, who fhould 


have no eonnecigne with Huts nature, ' 


but “Madd have a perfect knowledge of it: 
A Being, in fhort, .whofe happinels thould. 
be independent se us, and who would nee 
verthelels employ iHelf aboutus, It is the 
province of Gods to make laws for Men.” 
With the utmoft deference to the celebrated 
Rousseau, 1 cannot indeed imagine, that 
laws even fo conftru€ted, would materidlly 
benefit our imperfect race; unlefs cmnif- 
cience deigned previoufly to exalt our na~ 


ture. The judicicus reader will therefore 


perceive, that malevolence only, iS requi= 
fite to declaim againtft, and arraign the moft 

erfeQ So angot: Our Political Quack 
avails himfelf of this trite expedient, to ca- 


jole the people into int moft abject flavery, 
under: 


PLAIN TRUTR. tr 


under the delufive name of ae 
His firft indecent attack is againgt the Eneglith 

conftitution ; which with all its imperfec- 
tions, is, and ever will be the pride and envy 
ef mankind. ‘To this panegyric involunta- 
rily our author fabfcribes, by granting indi~ 
viduals to be fafer in England, than in any 
other part of re ype. He indeed infidi- 
oufly attributes this pre-eminent excellency, 
to the Runt of the people, rather 
than to our excellent confiitution.. Vea 


fach contemptible fubterfuge is our Author 


reduced. 1 would afk ae why did not 
the conftitution cf the people afford them 
fuperior fafety, in the reign of Richard the 
Third, Henry the Eighth, and other ty- 
rannic princes? Many: pages might indeed 
be filled with encomiums beftowed on our 
excellent conftitution, by illutrieus autho: 

of different nations. 

This beautiful fyfem (according to 
MoNTESQUIEU) our conftitution is a com- 
pound of Monarchy, Ariftocracy, and De- 
mocracy. But it is often faid, that the 
Sovereign, by honours and appointments, 
influences the Commons. The profound 
and clegant Hume agitating this queftion, 
thiaks, to this circumftance, we are in part 
indebted for our fupreme felicity; floce 


‘without fuch controul in the Crowa, our 


Contftitution 


a Sent 
=I) SIR 
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Conftitution would immediately degenerate 
into Democracy; a Government, which in 
the fequel, 1 hope to prove ineligible. Were 
I afked marks of the beft government, and 
the purpofe of political fociety, I would re- 
ply, the encreafe, prefervation, and profpe- 
rity of its members, in no quarter of the 
Globe, are thofe marks fo certainly to be- 
found, as in Great Britain, and her depend- 
encies. After our Author has employed 
feveral pages, to break the mounds of foc'ety 
by debafing Monarchs: He fays, ‘* The 
plain truth is, that the antiquity of Englith 
Monarchy will not bear looking into.” 
HluME treating of the original contra@, 

has the following melancholy, but fenfible 
obfervation, «Yet reafon tells us, that there 
is no preperty in durable obje@is, fuch 
as lands, and houfes, when carefully ex- 
amined, in pafling from hand to hand, but 
nuft in fome period, have been founded on 
fraud and injuftice. The neceffities of hu- 
man feciety, neither. in private or public 
life, will allow of fuch an accurate enquiry; 
and there is no virtue or moral duty, but 
what may, with facility, be refined away, 
if we indulge a falfe philofophy, in fifting 


and {crutinizing, by every captious rule of | 


logic, in every Tight or penton in which it 
may be placed.” | 
Say 


PLAIN TRUTH. 12 


Say ye votaries of honour and truth, can 
we adduce a ftronger proot f of our Author’s 
turpitude, than his quoting the anti- phi- 
lofophical ftory of the Jews, to debafe 
Monarchy, and the beft of Monarchs. 
Briefly examining the ftory of this contemp- 
tible race, more barbarous than our favages: 
We find their hiftory a continued fucceflion 
of miracles, aftonifhing otr imaginations, 
and exerciling our fiith. After wandering 
forty years in horrid defarts, they are chic fly 
condemned to perifh for their perverfene(s, 


although under the immediate dominion of 
the Kine of Heaven. At length, they 


arrive in the fterile country of Paleftine; 
which they canquer, by exterminating the 
inhabitants, “and warring like Demons, 
The inhabitants of the adjoining regions, 
juttly therefore held them in deteftation, 
aud the Jews finding themfelves conftantly 
abhorred, have:ever fince ‘hated all man- 
kind. This pe cople, as deftitute of arts and 
induftry, us humanity, had not even in theit 
language a word exprefiive of education. 
We mightindeed remind our Author, who 
fo readily drags in the Old Teftament to 


fupport his Abiaee meafures, that we could 


draw from that fource, many texts, favours 
able to Monarchy, were we not ETT iM 


‘that the Mofaic aii gives way to the 
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Gofpel Difpenfation, The reader no doubt 
will be gratified by the following extract 
from a moft primitive Chriftian. ‘* Chrifti- 
anity is a fpiritual religion, relative only to 
celeftial objets. The Chriftian’s inheri- 
tance is not of this world. He performs 
his duty it is true, but this he does with a 


profound indifference for the good or ill- 


fuccefs of his endeavours: Provided he hath 
nothing to reproach himfelf, it is of litle 
confequence to him whether mstters go 
well or ill here below. If the ftate be ina 


flourifhing condition, he can hardly venture 


to rejoice in the public felicity, leaft he 
fhould ‘be puffed up, with the inordinate 

ride of his country’s glory. lf the ftate 
decline, he bleffes the hand. of Gop, that 
humbles his people to the duft.” | 


Having defined the beft government, T 
' will humbly attempt to defcribe good Kings 


by the following unerring rule. The beft 
Princes are conftantly calumniated by the 
envenomed tongues and pens of the moft 
worthlefs of their fubjects. or this me- 
iancholy truth, do I appeal to the teftimony 
of impartial hiftorians, and long experience, 
The noble impartial hiftorian Sully, {peak~ 
ing of the almoft divine Henry the Fourth 
of France fays, ‘* Thus was this god-like 
prince reprefented (by the difcontented of 

| } thefe 


, 
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thefe days) almoft throughout his whole 
Kingdom, as a furious, and implacable 
tyrant: They were never without one fet 
of arguments to engage his catnolic nobility 
in arebellion againft him, and another to 
fow fedition among his prcteftant officers 
and gentry.’ Hume fays, that the cruel 
unrelenting tyrant, Philip the Second of 
Spain, with his infernal Inquifition, was 
not more detefted by the people of the 
Netherlands, than was the humane Chara 
les, with his inoffenfive Liturgy, by his 
mutinous fubjects. The many unmerited 
infults offcred to our gracious Sovereign ; 
by the unprincip!«d Wilkes, and others 
down to this late Author; will forever 
difprace humanity. For he fays, ‘that mo-= 
narchy was the moft profperous invention 
the Devil ever fet on foot for the pro= 
motion of idolatry. It is the pride of Kings 
which throws mankind into confufion: In 
fhort, continues this Author, monarchy and ss 
fucceffion, have laid not this or that kines i 
dom only, but the world in blood and 
afhes.” How deplorably -wretched the 
condition of mankind, could they believe I 
fuch execrable fagitious jargon. Unhap- e 
pily indeed, mankind in every age are ful ve i 


: ceptible of delufion; but furely our Au- 7 

| thor’s poifon carries its antidote with it, | 

| | Attentive | } 
| 
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Attentive to the fpirit of his publication; 
we fancy ourfelves in the barbarous fif- 
teenth century; in which period our Au- 
thor would have figured with his ‘*Common 
Senfe———-and blood will attend it.” 

After his terrible anathema againft out 
venerable conftitution, and monarchy; let 
us briefly examine a democratical ftate ; and 
fee whether or not it-is a government lefs 
fanguinary. This government is extremely 
plaufible, and indeed flattering to the pride 
of mankind. The demagogues therefore, 
to feduce the people into their criminal de- 
figns ever hold up democracy to them 5 
although confcious it never did, nor ever 
will anfwer in praQice. If we believe a 
great Author, ‘* There never exified, nor 
ever will exit a real democracy in the 
World.” If we examine the republics of 
Greece and Rome, we ever find them in a 
ftate cf war domeftic or foretyn. Our 
Author therefore makes no mention, of 
thefe ancient States, . ‘© When Alexander 
ordered all the exiles, to be reftored 
throughout all the cities, it was found that 
the whole amounted’ to twenty thoufand, 
the remains probably of ftill greater flaugh- 
ters and maflacres. What an aftonifhing 
number in fo narrow a country as ancient 


Greece? and what domeftic confufion,; 
jealovly, 


PLIATN TRUT H i7 


jealouly; partiality, revenge, heart-burn= 
ings miuft tear thofe cities, where factions 
were wrought up to fuch a degree of fury 
and defpair.” Apian’s hiftory of the civil 
wats of Rome, contains the moft fright- 
ful picture of matfacres, profcriptions, and 
forfeitiires that ever were prefented to the 
world. 

The excellent Montefquieu declares; 
‘«thata democracy fuppofes the concur- 
rence of anumber of circumftances rarely 
united. In the firt place, it is requifite that 
the ftate itfelf fhould be of {mall extent; fo 
that the people might be eafily affembled 
and perfonally known to each other. Se- 
condly, the fimplicity of their manners, 
fhould be fuich as to prevent a multiplicity 
of affairs, and perplexity i in difcuffing them ¢ 
And thirdly, there fhould fubfift a great de- 
gree of equality between them, in point of 
right and authority: Laftly, there thould 
be little or no loxury, for luxury mutt 
either be the effect of wealth, or it muft 
make it neceflary. It corrupts at once, 


both rich and poor’: The one, by the 


poffeffion, and the other, by the want of it,’ 


To this may be added continues the fame 


Author, ‘* that mo government is fo fubjec: 
to Ctvin Wars, and InTestTinE Commo- 
FINE, as that ‘of the democratical or Re 
Cc - pular 
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pular form; becaufe, no other tends fo 
firongly and fo conftantly to alter, nor re- 
quires fo much vigilance, and fortitude to 
preferve it from alteration. It is indeed, 
in fach a conftitution, , particularly, that 
a Citizen fhould always be armed with for= 
titude, and conftancy; and fhould every 
day, in the fincerity of his heart, guard a-- 
gainft corruption, arifing either from felfifh- 
nefs in himfelf, or in his compatriots ; for if 
it once enters into public tranfaCtions, to 
root it out afterwards would be miraculous. 


Our Author afferts, that Holland and 
Swifferland are without wars domeftic or 
foreign.” About a century ago, Holland 
was in a few weeks over-run by the arms of 
France, and almoft miraculoufly faved by 
the gallantry of her Prince of Orange, fo 
celebrated afterwards by the name of Wil- 
Yiam the Third. Almoft from that period, 
until the treaty of Utrecht, Holland was a 
principal in wars, the moft expenfive and 
bloody, ever waged by human kind. The 


wounds fhe then received were unhealed in 


“¥744, when reluctantly roufed from her 


pacific lethargy, fhe was dragged into war 5 
and lofing her impregnable Bergenopzoom, 
and Maeitricht ; was again on the brink of 
becoming a province to France, \ -when 
happily liberated by the Britifh ue 

; By 
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In the war of 1756.. Holland continually 
infulted'in the capture of her fhips, by our 
eruifers; preferved a humiliating -neutrali- 
ty. If victory indeed had not crowned the 
Britith banners; the Dutch indubitably 
would have affifted their natural Allies, in 
whatever quarter of the globe attacked: For 


it is inconteftibly true ; that tbe exiftence 


of: Holland, as a. State, depends, and in- 
variably will, depend, on the profperity. of 
Great Britain. Since the murder of Barne- 
velt; and the immortal de Wits, by the de- 
luded furious people, Holland hath too 
often been convulfed by anarchy, and torn 
by party. Unfortunately alas! for the 
caufe of humanity; the rugged and incult 
defarts of Swifferland, preclude not ambi- 
tion, fedition, and anarchy. Her bleak 
and barren mountains do not fo efiectu- 
ally fecure precarious liberty, as daily vend- 
ing her fons to the adjoining nations, parti- 
cularly.to France; by whom the thirteen 
Cantons, could be fubje€ted in as many 
days, did that court meditate fo fenfelefs 
and delufive an object. Nugatory indeed, 
if we confider, that France derives more 
fubfiantial advantage from the prefent 


ftate of Swifferland, than if the exhaufted . | 


herfelf, to maintain numerous Battalions, 
to bridle the Cantons. A moment, let us 
fuppofe, 
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fappofe, that our bkther afleverations of 
Holland and Swiflerland, are as real as de~ 
lufive ; His inferences do not flow from his 
premifes ; for their fuperior advantages, do 
not arife from their popular government, 
but from circumftances of peculiar local 
felicity, obliging the princes of Europe, 
to defend them from the omnipotent land - 
force, if I may fo fpeak of France. After 
impotently attacking our Sovereign; and 
the conftitution: He contradiéts the voice 
of all mankind, by declaring, that America 
¢« would have flourithed as much, and pro- 
Babli much more, had no European power 
taken any notice of f her.” 


If he means, that had this Continent been | 
unexplored, the original inhabitants would 
have been happier; For once, I agree. with 
him. Previous to the fettlement of thefe 
Province by our Anceftors, the kingdom ) 

France was convulfed by religions ‘ 
phreneys This, and Sebaftian Cabot’s } 
prior oot perhaps, happily afforded ) 
i the people of England, an cpportunity of 
a locating thefe Provinces. ‘At length, peace 

being reftored to Fran¢e, by her Hero, 
~ Henry the Fourth: His nation in turn, 
were feized with: the,.cage of colonizing. 

Finding the _Englith h cl: aimed the Provinces | 
lan ic 5 ‘they appropriated the 
{now : 
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fnow banks of Canada, which we dare not 


fuppofe, they would have preferred to thefe 
fertile provinces, had not the prior occu~ 
pancy, and power of England interfered. 
I hope it will not be denied, that the notice 
taken of us, at this time by an European 
Power, was rather favourable for Us.— 
Certain it is, had not England then taken 
notice of us, thefe delectable. Provinces 
would now appertain to France; and the 
people of New England, horrid to think, 
would now be counting their beads. Some 
years after the Aira in queftion, the civil 
wars intervening in England, afforded to the 
Swedes and Dutch, a footing on; this Con- 
tinent.. Charles the Second being reftored; 
England reviving her claim, rendered abor- 
tive the Swedith pretenfions ; and by con- 
queft, and granting Surinam to the Dutch, 
procured the ceffion of their ufurpation, now 
New York. I do indeed. confefs, my in- 
capacity to difcern the injury fuftained by 
this fecond “ notice taken of us, by an 
European Power;” in default of which in- 
tervention, the Swedes, to this hour, would 
have retained their fettlement, now the 
famed Pennfylvania; and the Dutch, con- 
fequently, had retained theirs. Some time 
after this period, the people of New Eng- 
land were employed, in framing and exe- 

vital cuuny 
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cuting laws, fo intolerant and fanguinary, 
that to us, they feem adapted for devils, 
not men. | : 
Indeed it is worthy of note, that the in- 
habitants of Jamaica, Barbadoes, and Vir- 
ginia, at that very time, enacted Jaws; 
breathing the fpirit of humanity, ‘and fuch 
as men could bear. Soon’ after the period 
in queftion, arrived the great and good 
Witttam Penn, with his: philofophic 
people called Quakers ; together with to= 
leration, induftry, and permanent: credit. 
The people of England, encouraged by the 
extenfion of their laws and commerce to 
thofe ‘colonies, powerfully affifted our 
merchants and plantefs, infomuch, that 
our fettlements encréafed rapidly, and 
throve apace.‘ it may be affirmed, that 
from this period, until the prefent unhap- 
py hovr; no part of human kind, ever 
experienced more perfect felicity. Vol- 
taire indeed fays, that if ever the Golden 
Ace exifted, it was in Pennfylvania. 
France difgufted with the unhappy fituation 


of her American Colonies, had long me-— 


ditated the conqueft of one of our middle 
provinces. To accomplifh this purpofe, 
the extended ‘a line of forts on our fron- 
tiers, and atually fortified the place now 
called Pittfhurgh. “Jufly alarmed by thefe 

” encroachments 


B 


ee ee 


ee ee 


Po Ro NE ROW A Eg 


encroachments in the hour of our diftrefs; 
we called aloud on. Great Britain for af- 
fiftance, nor was fhe deaf to our cries, 
The Englifh miniftry, after im:vain ex- 
haufting all the arts of negociation, de- 
clared war againft France. After fpilling 
torrents of blood, after expending one hun= 
dred and ninety millions: of their dollars, 
and four. or five millions of ours; they 
glorioufly reduced the French fettlements: 
Surely it will not be faid, that this laf 
NOTICE taken’ of us by the people of 
England, was injurious to us. Our ene- 
mies indeed alledge, that this laft interven= 
tion by bloating us with pride, will even- 
tually ruin us, and render the people of 
Britain objects of derifion, for lavifhing 
their blood and treafure, in defence of 
provinces ; ‘‘ a match not only for Europe, 
(according to:our author,) but for the 
world.’——Our author next remarks, ‘* that 
the commerce by which fhe. hath en- 
riched herfelf, are the: neceflaries. of: life, 
and will always have a market while eating 
is the cuftom of Europe.” 


I reply, that our exporting grain, is” 
as it-were of yefterday,. that the recent de-_ 


‘mand was principally occafioned by the 
diftractions in Poland, and other parts of 
‘Europe, and probably will totally or partly 
: fail, 
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fail, foon as the fertile country of Poland; 
and more fertile Ukraine fhall again become 
cultivated. I believe the Europeans did eat 
before our merchants exported our grain, 
and perhaps will eat, when they ceafe to 
export it. I deny, that this momentary 
commerce hath enriched us; and I could 
adduce numberlefs melancholy proofs of the 
contrary. I fhall only remark, that in 


the moft fertile and deleGable wheat coun- . 


try in America, bounded by Chefopeak-bay, 
and almoft adjoining that of Delaware ; 
a tract of the beft wheat land ten years 
ago, would hardly have exceeded 2 
guinea anda half per acre, indeed, in 
1773, fuch land covered. with wood; 
would fcarcely have fold for four guineas 
an acre, an undoubted proof of want of 
Peorie, induftry, and weaith ; :particular- 
ly fo, if’ we confider that one crop of 
corn and wheat on fuch land judicioufly 
cultivated, would a€tually repay the fup- 
pofed price. Our author .afferts, ‘* that 
our prefent numbers are fufficient to repel 
the force of all the world, ‘That the Con- 
tinent hath at this time the largeft difci- 


plined army of ANY POWER UNDER. 


HEAVEN, That the Englifh navy is only 
worth three millions and a half fterling,” 
which in effect, would reduce it to thirty- 

Ee ok garg 
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five fhips of the line, twenty fhips of 
forty giins, twenty of thirty-fix, and eight 
of twenty guns. ‘* That if America had 
only a twentieth part of this force, the 
would be by far an over-match for 
Britain, that Independence is neceflary, be- 
caufe France and Spain cannot affift us, until 
fuch an event ;” he alfo affirms “ that Great 
Britain cannot govern us, and that no good 
can arife from a reconciliation with her.” 

I fhall humbly endeavour to thew, that 
our author fhamefully mifreprefents facts, 
is ignorant of the true {tate of Great 
Britain and her Colonies, uttérly unqualie 
fied for the arduous taik, he has pre- 
fumptuoufly aflumed; and ardently intent 
on feducing us to that precipice on which 
himfelf ftands trembling... To elucidate 
my firictures, I muft with fidelity expofe 
the circumftances of Great Britain and her 
‘colonies. If therefore, in the energy of 
defcription, I unfold certain bold and 
honeft truths with fimplicity, the judi- 
cious reader will remember, that true 
knowledge of our fituation, is as effential 
to our fafety, as ignorance thereof may en- 
danger it. In the. Englith provinces, ex- 
clufive of negroe and other flaves, we have 
one hundred and fixty thoufand; or one 


hundred and feventy thoufand men capable - 
| of 


D 


Ce] 


26 Per) AVIAN ST RAD ee 


of bearing arms. If we deduct the people 
called Quakers, Anabaptifts, and other ree 
ligionifts averfe to arms; a confiderable part 
of the emigrants, and thofe having a grateful 
predilection for the ancient conftitution and . 
parent flate, we fhall certainly reduce the 
firtt number to fixty or feventy thoufand 
ren. Now admitting thofe equal to the. 
Roman legions, can we fuppofe them ca- 
pable of defending againft the power of 
Britain, a country nearly twelve hundred 
miles extending on the ocean. Suppofe 
our troops afiembled in New England, if 
the Britons fee not fit to affail them, they 
hafte to and .defolate our other provinces, 
which eventually would reduce New Eng- 
land. If by dividing our forces, we pre= 
tend to defend our provinces, we allo are 
infallibly undone. : Our moft fertile pro- 
vinces, filled with unnumbered domeftic 
enemies,. flaves, interfected by navigable 
rivers, every where acceflible to the 


“fleets and armies of Britain, can make no 
defence. If without the medium of paf- 


fion and prejudice, we view our other pro- 
vinces, half armed, deftitute of money and 
~-anavy: We muft confefs, that no power 
ever engaged fuch POTENT ANTAGONISTS, 
under {uch peculiar circumftances of infe- 


permitted. 


licity. In the better days of Rome, fhe , 
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permitted no regular troops to defend her. 
Men deftitute of property fhe admitted not 
into her militia, (her only army.) Ihave 
been extremelyconcerned at the feparation of 
the Conneticut men from cur army. It au- 
gur’d not an ardent enthufiafm for liberty and 
glory. We {till have an army before Bolton, 
and I fhould be extremely happy to hear 
fubftantial proofs of their glory. I am 


fill hopeful of great things from our army , 


before Bofton, when joined by the regi- 
ments now forming, which waNT oF 
BREAD will probably foon fill. Notwith- 
fianding the predilection I have for my 
Cony MED, I remark with grief, that hi- 
therto our troops have difplayed but few 
marks of Spartan or nee enthufiafm. In 
the finceri:y of my heart, I adjure the rea- 

der to be Neve: that no perfon is more fenfibly 
fflicted by hearing the enemies of America 
remark, that no Gus al ever fell fingly and 


fo. inglorioufly unrevenged before the in- 


aufpicious affair of Quebec. 1am under 


no doubt, however, that we thall become 


as famed’ for ar courage, as any na- 
tion ever the fun beheld. Sanguine as I 
am, re{peCting the virtue and courage of my 
countrymen, “depen ding on the hift tory of 


mankind, fince the Chriftia an. Aira, I cane 


not however imagine, that zeal for liberty 


will 
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will animate to Hoh glorious efforts of 


heroifm, as religious enthufiafm hath often 
impelled its votaties to perform. If the 
crucl unrelenting tyrant, Philip the {e- 
cond of Spain, had never attempted to i= 
troduce into the Low Countries, the infer- 
nal tribunal of the Inquifition ; ; It is moft 


probable, that the prefent States of Hol-~- 


land, would to: this time have remained 
provinces to. Spain, and patiently paid 
a fiftieth penny, and other grievous 

xactions, Certain it is, that the fana- 
ticks of Scotland, and people of England, 
had never armed againft the firft Charles, 
if religious enthufiafm had not more 
powerfully ‘agitated their minds, than 


zeal for liberty, the operations of which, 


on the human mind, hath fince the Ara 1 in 


Uwe ever been more languid, than 

he former moft powerful paffion. Thefe 
nee affertions, are fupported as well by 
notorious faéts, as by the learned Hume, 
and other judicious hiftorians. I cannot 
here omit remarking the inconfiftency of 
human nature. The Scotch, the moft 
furious enthufiafts then in Europe, were 
flaughtered like fheep, by ‘Cromwell at 
Dunbar, where their formidable army 
hardly made any refiftance, if we except 
that’ dalle by a handful of loyalifts, defti- 
fate 
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tute of that paflion. Certain it is, that 


of Montrofe, whofe troops (Highlanders — 
and other loyalifts,) held Prefbyteriani 
in contempt. . 

With the utmoft deference to the honor- 
able Congrefs, I do not view the mott 
diftant gleam of aid from forei 


érianiim 


ign powers. 
The princes’ alone, capable of fuccouring 
‘ q 


us, are the Sovereigns of France and Spain. 
If according to our Author, we poffefs an 
eighth part of the habitable globe, and ac- 
tually have a check on the Weft India 
commerce of England; the French indigo 
and other valuable Weft India commodities, 
and the Spanith galeons, are in great jeopardy 
from our power. The French and Spaniards 
are therefore wretched politicians, if they 
do not affift England, in reducing her co- 
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lonies to obedience. ———Pleafantry apart ! 


Can we be fo deluded, to expect aid from 
thofe princes, which infpiring their (ubjeGs 
with a relith for: liberty, might eventually 
fhake their arbitrary thrones.—Natural a- 
vowed enemies toour facred caufe: Will they 
| cherith, will they fupport the flame of liberty 
in America? Ardently intent on extinguifh- 
| ing its latent dying {parks in their re{pedctive 
_ dominions. Can we believe that thofe 
| princes 
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princes will offeran example fo dangerous 
to their fubjeéts and colonies, by aiding 
thofe provinces to independence? If inde- 


2 


pendent, aggrandized by infinite numbers. 


noy, or poflefs, we indeed are moft happily 
fituated. Simple and obvious as thefe truths 
are; can they /ibe unknown to the people. 
and princes of Europe? Be it however 
admitted, that thofe princes unmindful of 
the fatal policy of Rrcuiieu’s arming 
Charles’s fubje€ts againft him, and the more. 
fatal policy of Le w1s the fourteenth 
permitting our glorious deliverer to effect, 
the revolution. I fay, be it admitted, that 
thofe princes regardiefs of future confe- 
quences, and the ineptitude of the times, 
vare really difpofed to fuccour us. Say, ye. 
friends of liberty and mankind, would no 

danger accrue from an army of French 

and Spanidtds in the bofom of America? 
Would ye not.dread their junétion with 

wet 


the Canadians and Savages, and with the 
pumerous Roman catholics,  difperfed 


throvghout the Colonies? 


Let | 
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Let us now briefly view the pre-emi- 
nently envied ftate of Great Britain. If we 
regard the power of Britain, unembarrefled 
with Continental connections, and the po- 
litical balance, we may juftly pronounce 
her what our author does, AMERICA ;—. 

«© A match for all Europe.” Amazing were 

the efforts of England, in the war of 
Queen Ann, when little benefited by co-— 
lony commerce, and e’er fhe had availed 
herfelf of the courage, good fenfe, and 
numbers of the people of Scotland and 
Ireland. 

That England then prefcribed laws to 
Europe, will be long remembered. Laft 
war, her glory was, if poffible, more emi= 
nently exalted; in every quarter of the globe 
did victory hover round her armies and 
navies, and her fame re-echoed from pole 
‘to pole. At prefent Great Britain is the 
umpire of Europe. It is not exaggeration 

‘to affirm, that the Ruffians principally are 
indebted for their laurels, to her power, 
which alone retained France from prevent- 
ing the ruin of her ancient faithful ally, & 
the Ottoman Porte. Superfluous it were te zg 
enumerate her powerful alliances, or men= _ a 
tion her immenfe refources. Her raifing i 
the incredible fums of eighteen, nineteen, _ fe a 
“and twenty-two millions fterling for the fer- | 
| : vice \| 
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vice of the years 1759-60, and 61, was moré 
aftonifhing to Europe, than the victories of 
her fleets and armies. The annual rents of 
. the kingdom of England only, many years” 
ago, amounted to thirty three millions fter- 
ling. Thirty five millions bufhels of wheat 
are annually produced in that kingdom ; 
and perhaps as many bufhels of other 
grain:) Twelve millions of fleeces ef wool 
are there yearly fhorn. In fhort, the 
Kingdom is a perfect Bee~hive, in numbers 
and indufiry; and is faid to contain more 
induftry, confequently more wealth, than 
all the reft of Europe. The famed Hume 
fays, ‘* 1 fhould as foon dread, that all our 
rivers and fprings, fhould be exhaufted, as 
that money fhould abandon a kingdom; 
where there are people and induftry.” The 
Britith navy, at the clofe of laft war, 
confifted of nearly two hundred fhips of the 
line, one hundred large frigates, and about 
one hundred {mallet frigates, or other armed 
veflels. Since the peace, I believe, the 
navy has been moit vigilantly preierved by 
Lord Sandwich, (faid to be as equal to thet 
arduous department, as any man in Europe.) 
Since the war, feveral capital fhips have an- 
nually been built; and it is moft certain, that 
on fix months notice, Great Britain could 
equip fleets, fufficiently formidable, to con= _ 
tend with all the naval forte, that could, 
«OF 
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er would act againft her. The immenfe 
quantity of naval and other ftores, in the 
different arfenals, with the royal navy * can= 
not at this time be worth lefs than twenty 
millions fterling. The <ifland of Great 
- Britain, Betweed fix and feven hundred 
miles in length, and upwards of two thou- 
fand miles circumference ; and-being sees 
"where indented with harbours, forms (with 
other caufes) fuch nurferies of fsamen, as 
the world cannot produce. 
Let us now examine our author’s ac- 
_ count of the navy of Great-Britains «Ie 
is fays he, worth no more than three mil- 
lions and an half fterling.”. This in effe& 
will reduce it to ten oak nd rate fhips of 
war, ten third rate, fifteen fourth rate, ten 
{hips of forty guns, ten of thirty fix, and 
eight of twenty. ‘‘ if America fays he, had 
only a twentieth part of the naval tutes af 


Britain, fhe would be by far an over-match EB 
for her, becaufe as we neither have, nor claim . i 3 
any foreign dominion, our whole force << 
would be employed on our own coatt; §& 
-. .where we fhould in the long run have two Bg 


‘to one the advantage of thofe who had 
Be or four th EanGnd miles to fail over, a 
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t i Seventeen papitel fhips were built from 1783 
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before they could attack us; and the fame 


diftance to return, in order to refit and re- 
cruit. And althovgh Britain by her fleet, 
hath acheck over our trade to Europe, we 
have as large a’one over her trade to the 
Weft Indies, which, by laying in the neigh- 
- bourhood of the Continent, lics entirely at 
its mercy.” 
Were it lawful to joke on fo ferious an 
occafion, I would remind the reader of our 
Author’s modefty, in faying, “‘ that we 
claim no foreign dominion:” Since we 
have the moft numerous, and beft difciplin- 
ed army under Heaven; and a navy fufit- 


ciently ftrong to combat that of Great Bri- | 


tain. For our prefent naval armament.com- 
pofe a ficet more than equal to a twenueth 


part of the Britifh navy, (according to 


our author’s eftimation.) Notwithftand- 
ing our author’s delicacy, relying on the 


well known utility of melafles, to the 


New England governments : 1 hope they 


will order Admiral Manly to feife Jamaica, 
and the other Weft India Hlands.. The. . | 


Admiral cannot be at a lofs for men; fince, 
according to ‘our: author, “a few focial 


failors, will foon inftruct a fufficient num~. 
ber of aGlive landmen, in the common 


work of a thip. I do indeed confefs, that 
the Pritith fhips of war, are conftantly 
equips 
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34 
equipt altogether with very focial failors ; 
and as conftantly drub the French thips, 
double mann’d, with active landmen, tho’ 
{ufficiently inftructed by a few focial jailors. 
The reader will perceive, that our author, 
has humbled the naval power of Britain, 
with more facility than France and Spain 
could have done: And, has alfo expelled 
her from our ports with ae fuccefs, 
than did Spain; who was compelled to yield 
her Gibraltar and Portmahon, for the con- 
veniency of her fleets and commerce. 

- We mutt indeed allow, that Spain, tho’ 
pofleffed of Mexico and Peru,. cannot 
maintain the moft numerous and beft difci- 
plined army under Heaven, nor equip a 
navy fit to-contend with the ficets of Bri- 
tain. It mutt alfo be confeffed, that he 
makes Great Britain, very favourably dif- 
pofe of her humbled navy, by employing 


“mineteen parts of it in the Mediterranean, 


Afia, Africa, and I know not where: 
When he knows we have fo great a cheek 
on her Weft India trade, a commerce, of 
the laft importance to her. : 

I would bluth for‘poor human nature, did 


I imagine that any man, other than a bigot 


‘could believe thefe ridiculous ftories, thefe 


arrant gafconades, refpeCting our numerous 


: and beft difciplined army under Heaven, . 
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about cur navy, and a few focial failors, 
and that France and Spain will not aft 
is, (who by-the-bye, according to our au- 
thor, are able to conquer them,) — until 
playing upen words, we declare ourfelves 
INDEPENDENT. Can a reafonable being 
for a moment believe that Great Britain, 
whofe political exificnce depends on our 
conftitutional obedience, who but yeflerday 
made fuch prodigious efforts to fave us 
from France, will not exert herfelf as 
powerfully to preferve us ficm our frantic 
{chemes of independency. Can we a mo- 
ment doubt, that the Sovereign of Great 
Britain and his minifters, whofe glory zs — 
well as perfonal fafety depends on our cbe- 
dience, will not exert every nerve. of the 
Britifh power, to fave themfelves and us 
from ruin, ie ! : 

‘© Much fays our author has been faid of 
the jirength of Britain and the Colonies, 
that in conjuction they ‘might bid defiance 
to the world; but this is mere prefumption, 
the fate of. war is uncertain.’ | 

E'xceilent reafoning, and truly confiftent 
with our author. We- of curfelves are a 
match for Euncpe, nay for the world; but 
in juncucn wiih the moft formidable 
“power on earth; why then, the matter is. 
mere prelumption.. The fate of war is un- 

| | certain. 
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37 
certain. Itis indeed humiliating to confi- 
der, that this author fhould vamp up a form 
of government, for a confiderable part of 
mankind; and in cafe of its fucceeding, 
that he probably would be one of our ty- 
rants, until we prayed fome more illufri- 
ous tyrant of the army, to fpurn him to his 
primeval obfcurity ; from all his ill-got 
honours flung, turned ‘to that) dirt from 
whence he fprung. “A government of 
cur own, is our natural right,” fays our 
author. ' 


‘* Had right decided, and not fate the caufe, 

** Rome had preferv’d her Cato and her laws.’’ 

Unfortunately for mankind, thofe are 
fine founding, words, which feldom or 
ever influence human affairs. If they 
did, inftead of appropriating the vacant 
lands to {chemes of ambition, we mutt 
inftantly deputife envoys to the Indians, 
praying them to re-enter their former pof- 
feffions, and permit us quictly to depart to 


the country of our anceftors, where we ip 
would be welcome guefts. But continues £& 
our author, .“* What have we to do with &E 
| fetting the world at defiance? our plan is & 
| commerce, and that well attended to, will | 
| fecure us the peace and friend{hip of y : 
: all Europe; becaufe it isthe intereft cf all | | 


) Europe to have America a free-port, her 
trade will always be her protection, and 
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her barrennefs of gold and filver, will fe- 
cure her from invaders.” 
I am perfectly fatisfied, that we are in no 


condition to fet the world at defiance, that — 
commerce and the protection of Great Bri~’ 


tain will fecure us peace, and the friendthip 
of all rahe but I deny that it is the intereft 


of all Europe to have America a free-port, 


unlefs they are defirous of depopulating 


their dominions. His affertions, that bar- 


rennefs of gold and filver will fecure us from 
invaders, isindeed highly pleafant. Have we 
not a much better fecurity from invafions, 
viz. the moft numerous and beft difciplined 
army under heaven; or has our author al- 


ready cifbanded it, Pray how much gold © | 


and filver do the mines of Flanders pro- 


_ dvcee? and what country fo often has feen 
ORs pense fields drenched with blood, 


and fertilifed with human gore, The 


princes of Europe have long dreaded the 


migration. of their fubjects to America; and 
we are fenfible, that tlhe king of Pruffia is faid 
more than once to have hanged Newlanders, 
or thofe who feduced his fubjedts ‘to emi- 
grate. Talfo humbly sipvehien: that Britain 


§ a part of Europe. ‘Now, old gentleman, 


as you have. clearly fhewn, that we have a 
check upon her Weft India trade, is 
it her hei to give us a greater check 
seit 
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upon it, by permitting America (as you ex- 
prefs it,) to become a free port. Can we 
fuppofe it to be her intereft to lofe her va- 
luable commerce to the Colonies, which 
effectually fhe would do, by giving up A- 
merica to become your free port. If there~ 
fore it is the intereft of all Europe, to have 
America a free port: The people of Britain 
are. extremely fimple to expend fo many 

millions fterling to prevent it, “Itis re- 
pueda to the nature of things, to all ex- 
amples from former ages, to {uppofe that 
this Continent can dong remain fubject to 
any external power.” 


Antiquity aftords us no eclarcifement re=_ 


fpecting the future government of Ame- 


rica. Rome fituated in a fterile corner of 


Thaly, long, long, retained the then world 
in chains, and probably had. maintained 
her Pamiicion longer, had not the crofs, re- 
moving the empire to Byzantium, weak- 
ened the eagles, and in turn, juftly been de- 
ftroyed by the Barbarians. 1 fee no reafon 
to doubt, that Great Baitain, may not long 
retain us in conftitutional obedience. Tictie: 
the deftroyer of human affairs, may indeed, 
end her, political life by a gentle decay, 
Like Rome, fhe may ‘be conftrained to 
defend herfelf from the Fiuns , and Ala- 
_ricks of .the North. Ingratefully fhould 
We endeavour to precipitate her political 

demife, 
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demifé, the will devife every. expedient to 
retain our obedience; and rather than fail, 
will participate thofe provinces amongft the 
potent ftates of Europe... ‘* The authority 
of Great Britain over this Continent, is a 
form of government which fooner or later 
mui{t have an end.” 
This I have granted, and I add, . that.a. 
§ 


notindeed fo over folicitous, as our Phoenix 
of Whims, the Author of Common 
Senfe.. “« The Colonies have manifefted 
fuch a {pirit of good order and obedience 
to continental government, as is fufficient 
‘to make every perfon happy on that head.” 
What is this union fo highly vaunted off? 
whence the marching and counter march- 
ing through almoft every province to dil- 
arm thofe denominated tories ?—I perfectly 
saree, that glorious is our union.—=! exe- 
‘ crate thofe who fay, it has been cemented 
by every fpecies of fraud and violence: ' 
Yet notwithftanding I dread its fragility; © 
were an army of Britons in the middie. of | 
our country. As the Author ‘of Commoa 
Senfe is now in the grand monde 5 and can- 
not be acquainted with the language of ma- 


ny people in the provinces: Lewillcom=. . 
miunicate the general purport of their dif- i 
courfe— ‘ We, fay they, do not {es i 
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through the wiflom of the prefent times. 
We remember with unfeigned gratitude, 
the many benefits derived through our cone 
nections with Great Britain; by whom but 
yefterday, we were emancipated from fla- 
very and death. We are not indeed un- 
aware, that Great Britain is uniformly re- 
proached wirh defending us from interefted 
motives. In like manner, however, may 
évery ingrate, reproach his benefactor ; 
fince all benefa¢iions may be faid to flow 
from no purer fountain. With predile@ion; 
Wwe view our parent ftate, and withfully 
contemplate on our late felicity, alimoft 
realizing that ftate of old, fo beautifully 
feigned by the poets. We venerate the 
conftitution, which with all its imperfec- 
tions, (too often exaggerated) we appre- 

_ hend almoft approaches as near to perfec 
tion, as human kind can bear. We thud- £ 
* der atthe ideaof arming with more virulence, a 


more unremitting ardour, againit the pa~ ? 
rent ftate, than againft France; by whony 14 
_ OUr RIGHTS, CIVIL, as well as RELIGIOUS, He 
_ eertamly were more imminently endangered. if 


With horror we refle@ on the former civil 
wars, when every crime, odious and baneful 
to human nature, were alternately perpe= 
trated by the foldiers, particulatly by the’ 
Independents.” - 

Lo F ‘* Every 
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_« Every quiet method of peace has been in- 
effetual ; our prayers have been rejected with 
difdain.” I donotindeed agree with the people 
of England in faying, that thofe, who fo fuc- 
cefsfully laboured to widen the breach— 
defired nothing lefs than peace. . That they 
who fhortly were to command the moft nu- 


merous and beft difciplined army under. 


Heaven, and a navy fit .to. contend with 
the fleets of England, imagining ¢he.time 
had found us, difdained to be juft. I highly 
venerate a majority of the Delegates... I 
have not indeed the honour of knowing 
all the worthy members; however, I with 
the Gentlemen of the Congrefs, e’er they 
entered on their important charge, had 
been better. acquainted with the ftrength 
ef our friends in parliament. I fincerely 


lament, that the King did not receive the 
Jaft excellent petition from the Congrefs ; 


and I as fincerely with, the Gentlemen of 
the Congrefs had not addrefled themfelves 
at that junéture, to the people of Ireland. 


As to government matters,” (continues 


cur Author,) “it is not in the power. of 


Britain to do this Continent juftice: The 


bufinefs of it will {oon be.too weighty and. 
intricate to be managed with any tolerable 
degree of convenience, by a power fo very 
diftant from us, and fo very ignorant of 
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us; for if they cannot conquer us, they 
cannot govern us. The difference between 
Pennfylvania, and Connecticut, refpecting 
fome unlocated lands, fhews the infignif- 
cance of a Britifh government, and fully 
proves, that nothing but Continental au- 
thority can regulate Continental matters.” 

* Until the prefent unhappy period, Great 
Britain has afforded to all mankind, the mofkt 
perfect proof of her wife, lenient, and mag- 
nanimous government of the Colonies—The 
proofs to which we already have alluded, viz. 


our fupreme felicity, and amazing increafe, 


‘Than the affair of the Connedticut invaders ; 


Omnipotence only could grant us fronger 
reafons for praying a continuance of our for- 


mer beneficent government. Moft certainly, . 


every difpaffionate perfon, as well asthe plun- 
dered Pennfylvanians, muft confefs, that the 
Arm of Great Britain alone detained thofe 
Free-booters aforefaid, from feifing the city 


of Philadelphia, to which without all doubr, 


they have as juft a claim, as to thofe fertile 
regions in Pennfylvania, which they furrep- 
titioufly have ‘poffefied themfelves of. In 
wrath to mankind, fhould Heaven permit our 
Author's new fangled government to exift; 
I, as a friend to'Pennfylvanians, advife them 
to explore new fettlements, and avoid the 
cruel mortification of being expelled by the 
is | Saints 
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Saints from their delicious abodes and pleat 
ing fields—** But (fays the Author) the 
moft powerful argument is, that nothing 
but independence, (that is a Continental 
form of government) can keep the peace of 
the Continent, and preferve it inviolate from 
civil wars. I dread the event of a -reconci- 


Jiation now with Britain, as it is more than. 


probable, that it will be followed by re- 
volt fomewhere ; the confequences of which 
may be far more fatal than all the malice 
of Britain. Thoufands are already ruined 
by Britith barbarity, thoufands more will 
probably fhare the fame fate. Thefe men 
have other feelings, than thofe who have 
nothing fuffered: All they now poffefs is 
liberty, what they before enjoyed is facri- 


ficed to its fervice, and having nothing 
more to lofe, they difdain all fubmiffion.”~ 
Here we cannot miftake our author’s. 


meaning, that if one or more of the mid- 
dle or fouthern Colonies reconcile with 
Great Britain, they will have war to fuf- 
tain with New England; ‘the confe- 
quences of which may be more detrimental, 


than all the malice of Britain.” This ter- 


sible denunciation, fortunately for fuch 
Colonies, is as futile as its author. Should 


Great Britain re-eftablifh her authority in. 


the faid Colonies by negociation, furely i¢ 
hie. | 1s 
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is not temerity to add, that the weight 
of Britain, in the fcale of thofe provinces, 
would preponderate againft the power of 
New England. If Britain fhould reduce 
the Colonies by arms, (which may Heaven 
avert!) The New England provinces will 
have as little inclination, as ability, to dif- 
turb the peace of their neighbours. I da 
indeed moft fincerely compaffionate thofe 
unhappy men, who are ruined by our un- 
fortunate diftractions. I do fervently pray, 
that Britain, and the Colonies may moft 
effectually confider their peculiar infelicity. 


- Such attention will do infinite honour to 


the parent ftate ; who cannot view them as 
enemies, but as men unhappily irritated 
by the impolitic meafures of Great Bri- 
tain. ‘The diminution. of trade affords 
an army, and the neceffities of an army, 
create a new trade.” (So fays our Author) 
Tam furprifed the minifiry, fo often re- 
proached with ruining the commerce of 


Britain, never urged, (what was never 


thought or faid before.) Our Author's 
excellent axiom, ‘that the diminution, 
é&c.” Certain it is, the minority had replied, 
fince the commencement of this century ; 
the diminution of the commerce of France 
hath afforded her nearly one million of fol- 
diers; but the neceflities of this prodigious 
we number 
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46 
number of troops, created her fo bad a 
commerce, that fhe hath twice proved 
bankrupt fince, and more than once mest 
! rienced the miferies of famine. | 
a ‘< If premiums (fays our Author) were to 
| be given to Merchants to build and employ 
in their fervice, fhips mounted with 20, 
Bec 40, or 50 guns, the premiums to be in 
proportion to the lofs of bulk to the Mer- 
chants. Fifty or fixty of thofe thips, «with 
a few guard fhips cn conftant duty, would 
keep up a fufficient navy, and that without 
esr! ourfelves with the evil fo loudly 
complained of in England. of fuffering their 
fleets in time of peace to lie rotting in their 
docks.” Yield the palm of ingenuity to our 
Author, ye De Wits, Colberts, Pelhams, and 
Pitts. He has outdone ye by conftructing 
a beautiful navy; alas! on paper only. ——+ 
Firft, no nation in Europe depends on fuch 
‘fhips for her defence: Secondly, fuch -thips 
would be unfit to contend with capital fhips: 
Thirdly, in the hour of danger, thefe thips — 
on their voyage, or return, would alt ernately 
be taken by an active enemy: Laflly, fix 
times as many fuch fhips would be une- 
qualiy matched with that part of the naval 
power of Britain, which fhe actually could 


{pare to combat on our coafts This cannot 
be thought exaggeration, if we confider  . i 
that 4 
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that the Britifh navy, laft war, carried 
‘about feventeen thoufand guns; and up- 
wards of ninety-five thoufand focial feamen. 
*« No country (fays our author) is fo hap- 
pily fisuated, or internally capable of raifing 
a fleet as America. Tar; timber, iron and 
cordage are her natural produce.” He 
{peaks of forming a fleet, as if he could do 
it by his Fiat. A third rate fhip of the line 
fitted for fea, is rib to coft feventy four 
thoufand pounds fterling, which at the 
prefent exchange, is about one hundred and 
twenty nine thoufand pounds. Now, as 
‘labour, fail cloth,. cor dage, and other re- 
quifites, are dearer than in Europe, we may 
teafonably fuppofe the advanced price, at 
twenty-five per cent. which makes the 
amount one hundred and fifty four thoufand 
pounds. We mutt next fuppofe our navy 
equal to that of France, which confifts of 
fixty four fhips of the line (fifty gun thips 
inclufive) twenty-five frigates, with fhips of 
‘inferior force. .In cafe of. independence, 
we cannot admit a fmaller naval force. Ins.’ 
deed, when joined to the fleets of France 
and Spain, the navies fo united, and navi-. 
gated principally with land{men, inftructed 
by afew focial failors, will be vaftly infe- 
tior. to “the {quadrons of Britain. The 
amount therefore of fuch our navy, will 
only 
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only require the trifling fum of twelve milé 
lion, fix hundred and twenty five thoufand 
pounds currency, which | am very willing 
to believe we can f{pare, being fcarcely one 
fourth the valué of our property, real and 
perfonal. With excellent management, our 
navy would laft eight, nine, or tem years ; 
we therefore would find it extremely conve 
nient to rebuild it conftantly at the expira+ 
tion of that term : Of this there cannot bé 
a doubt, when we remember with our Au- 
thor, “that fhip-building is América’s 
ereateft pride. The vaft empire of Ruf? 


fia is almoft fhut out from the fea, where= 


fore her -boundle{s forrefts, her tar, iron; 
and cordage, aré only articles of commerce.” 
Ireply, that Rufha containing ten times our 
numbers, is deftitute of induftry and com+ 
merce, She has ports fufficient to build 
and contain a navy to fubdue the world. 
Deftitute as we have remarked of induftry 
and commerce, her navy is inconfiderable, 
and being equipt with landfmen, cannot - 
figure againft fhips navigated by focial failors, 
Whocan doubt the ability of Spain'to build 
anavy ? The cargo of two or three of her 


annual galeons were fufficient to build 


a navy as formidable as that permitted to 
Great Britain (by the author of Common 
Senfe.) Inher Ifland of Cuba, poffefled of 
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an immenfity of fine cedar; fhe might con- 

ftruct a navy as formidable as that of Great 

Britain, but to what purpofe, other than 

to adorn the triumph of her enemies; un- 

lefs fhe could arm her fhips, otherwife than 

by active landfmen, inftructed by a few 

focial failors. Our Author fays; ‘ that the 

Terrible, Capt. Death, ftood the hotteft en- 

gagement of any fhip Jaft war, yet had not 

twenty failors on board,” (tho’ her compli- 

ment of men was upwards of two hundred.) | 
We do indeed confefs ourfelves doubtful 

on this head, and therefore with our Author 

had produced his authority. We do appre= 

hend, that naval actions, very generally de- 

pend on feaman-fhio, that is, on dextroufl 

working the fhip during the combat. Now 

the judiciousreader will remember, that {hips | 

of war in engagement cannot be navigated by h 


a few focial failors; nor even by a bare coms : | ; 
petency, unlefs {uch failors are more invul- t | 
nerable than was the great Achilles. B&B 


‘¢ Were the Continent (fays our Author) 
crowded with inhabitants, her futterings 
under the prefent circumitances, would be 
intolerable, the more fea ports we had, 
the more we fhould have both to defend, 
and to lofe.” This is rather incomprehen- 
fible; I cannot imagine, that we would 
be lefs formidable with ten times our pre- 
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fent numbers, if at prefent we can defend 
one fea-port; furely,° with ten times as 
many inhabitants, we could equally defend 
ten. If with our prefent numbers, we are 
a match for the world, confequently with | 
ten times as many, we would be a match 
for ten worlds, which would indeed be 
prodigious! The infant flate of the Co- 
lonies as it is called, fo far from being a= 
gainft, is an argument in favor of In- 
dependence.” ‘This aflertion is as abfurd, 
as if he had maintained, that twenty is in~ 
ferior in number to two. “ But the in- 
juries and difadvantages we fuftain by that 
connection, are without number, and our 
duty to mankind at large, as well as to 
‘ourfelves, inftruét us to renounce the al- 
liance; becaufe any fubmiflion to, or de- - 
pendence upon Great’ Britain, tends dis 
reGly to involve this Continent in’ Eu- 
‘ropean wars and quarrels. As Europe is our. 
market for ttade, we ought to form no poli-= 
‘tical conneétion with any part of it.” Innu- 
merable are the advantages of our connection 
with: Britain; and a juft dependence on 
her, is a fure way to avoid the horrors 
and calamities of war. Wars in Europe, 
will probably than heretofore become lefs 
frequent; religious rancour, which fore 
merly animated princes to afmhs, is fuc- 

: 3 | ceeded: 


PLAIN TRUTH. 51 


. ceeded by a {pirit of philofophy extreme- : 
ly friendly to. peace. The princes of Eu- 
rope are or ought to be convinced by fad 
experience, that. the objects cf conquelt, 
are vaftly inadequate to the immentie charge 
of their armaments. Prudential motives, 
therefore, in future, will often dictate ne- 
gociation, inftead of war. Be it however. 
admitted,’ that our. fpeculations are nuga- 
tory, and that as ufual, we are involved 
in war. In this cafe we really do net par- 
ticipate ajtwentieth part of the milery and 
hardthips of war, experienced by the other 
fubjeéts. of the empire. . As future wars 
will probably be, carried on by Britain 
in her proper element,. her fucceis will 
hardly be doubtful, nor can this be thoughs 
audacity, if we remember the great things 
éffe@ted by Britain in her naval wars, then 
fecondary. objects to her Germanic cone 
nections, to which. fhe. now politically 
feems indifferent. . Our failors navigating 
our veficls to the Weft Indies during war, 

are exempted from imprefiment, and if 

ur trade to any part of Europe is then flag- 
nated, it fows with uncommon rapidity in 

| the Weft Indies, nor is the object of cap- 

tures inconfiderable. | 

| Our author furely forgets, that when in- 

dependent, we cannot trade with Europe, 

without 
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without political connections, and that 


all treaties made by England or other come 
mercial ftates are, or ought to be, ulti- 
mately fubfervient to ue commerce. 
«But (fays our author,) admitting that 
matters were now made up, what would be 
che event? I anfwer the ruin of the Conti- 
nent, and that for feveral reafons.” Recon= 
Ciliation ei conductus to our former hap- 
py fate. The happinefs of the governed is 
without de ao the true intereft of the gover- 
nors, and if we aim not at independence, 
there cannot be a doubt, of receiving every 
advantage relative to ate and commerce 
that we can defire. Monte{quieu {peaking of 
the people of ati fays, “© They know 
better than any people on earth, how to 
value at the fame time thefe three great ad- 
vantages, religion, liberty, and comme ‘ce.”” 
‘‘ it is a matter worthy of obfervation, 
that the more a country is peopled, the 
{mall their armies are.” This indeed would 
be worthy of obfervation, did not daily 
experience contravert it. The armies of 
Ruffiia, 7 France,’ Auftria, England, and 
Pruffia, are certainly more numerous than 
thotfe of Spain, ‘ -weden, Denmark, Portugal, 
and Sardinia. Now, the firft five ftates 
contain nearly fixty millions, and the laft 
Kingdoms do net contain fourteen millions 
: of 
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of people. ¢ In military numbers, the a 
cients far exceeded the moderns, and the 
reafon is evident, for trade being the confe- 
quences of population, men become too 
much abforbed thereby, to attend to any 
thing elfe, commerce diminifhes the fptrit 
both of patriotifm, and military defence.” 
Every man of fenfe, now rejects the 
fabulous numbers of the army of Xerxes, 
and other fabled armies of antiquity. The 
ancient armies, did not exceed in numbers 
the armies of the moderns. If fo, their 
{tates had -been defolated ‘by the horrid 
carnage of their battles, arifing from the 
military {pirit of defence, from the nature 
of their arms, and the arrangement © of their 
armies, which permitted the combatants to 
buckle together, who feldom gave quarter. 
The Roman armies never exceeded twenty- 
five legions, which including auxiliaries 
did not exceed two hundred and fifty thou- 
fand, a number greatly inferior to. the 
armies of France, or perhaps Britain during 
war. Notwithflanding my ardour for li- 
berty, Ido moft fervently pray, that we 
may never exchange the {pirit of com- 
merce, for that of military defence, even 
at the price of augmenting our. armies, 
Dietnatey Hearthe teflimony sf Montefguieu 
in favor of commerce:.** Commerce, fays 
he; 
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he, is a cure for the moft deftructive pre- 
judices, for it is almoft a general rule, 
that wherever we find agreeable manners, 
their commerce flourifhes. Let us not be 
aftonifhed then, if our manners are now: 
lefs favage than formerly. Commerce has 
every where diffufed a knowledge of all 
nations, thefe are compared one with. 
another, and frem this comparifon  arife 
the greateft advantages. Peace is the na- 
tural effect of trade, &c.” The Athenian 
people, perhaps the moft refpectable of an-". 
tiquity, did not long poffefs a commer- 
cial {pirit, but were almoft~ continually af-— 
flidted by this fpirit of military defence. 
The common people in effect diftributed 
the public revenues amongft themfelves, 
while the rich, were in a ftate of oppref- 
fion. According to Lyfius the orator and 
others, it was their cuftom, when in want 
of money, to put to death fome of. the 
rich citizens, as well as ftrangers, for the 
fake of the forfeiture. In fthort, could we 
enumerate the infinite train of misfortunes’ 
inflicted on mankind, in every clime and 
age by this felf-fame fpirit of military de- 
fence; our readers will furely join us 
in opinion, that. commerce has moft hap- 
pily humanized mankind. Iam_ not un- 
aware, that there are many declaniations 
2 ‘ again{t | 
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again{t commerce, thefe I have ever re- 
garded as trials of wit, rather than ferious 
productions, Our author’s antipathy, and 
extreme averfion to commerce, is eafily 
accounted for. If his independence takes 
place, I do aver, that commerce will be as 
ulelefs, as our fearching for the philofo- 
pher’s ftone. ‘* And hiftory (fays he, ) fuf- 
ficiently informs us, that the ‘bravett at- 
ehievements were always accomplithed in 
the non-age of a nation.” The Greeks in 
their carly ftate were pirates, and the Ro. 
mans robbers, and both warred in chara@er, 
Their glorious actions were performed, 
(lf I may fo exprefs myfelf) in the man- 
hood of their empire. Carthage, Greece, 
Afia, Spain, Gaul, and Britain, were not 
indeed conquered during the non-age of 
the republic. Agincourt, Crefley, Oude- 
nard Ramillies, Blenheim, Dettingen, 
and Minden, furely were not fought in the 
infancy of the Englifh Empire. “ With the 
encreafe of commerce, England has loft 
her fpirit.” This is really a curious difco- 
very ; who is unacquainted, that the Englith 
are the lords and factors of the univerfe, 
and that Britain joins to the commerce of 
‘Pyre, Carthage and Venice, the difcipline 
of Greece, and the fire of old Rome. 
‘¢ The city of London, fubmits to conti- 
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nued infults, with the patience of a coward: 
The more men have to lofe, the lels wil- 
ling they are to venture, and fubmit to 


courtly power with the trembling duplicity - 


of afpaniel.” That an inconfiderable part 
of the people in London, fubmit to a perfon 
not very honorably diftinguifhed in the 
world is certain, but that the city of Lon- 
don fubmits to continued infults is certainly 
a miftake. I fuppofe our author means, 
that by fubmitting tothe beft laws on earth 
they fubmit to continued infults: ‘The 
rich whom he fo very honorably diftin- 
guifhes, can be at no lofs. for his mean- 
ing. ‘An Agrarian law, would perhaps be 
convenient for himfelf and his independ- 
ents. It may not ‘however be amifs to re- 
mind'him of that, which in. the multipli- 
city of his projects, he may have forgot, 
viz. that the richeft part of the community 
will always be an overmatch for the poor- 
eft part. “it might be difficult, (fays our 
author,) if ‘not impoffible, to form this 


Continent into a government half a century 
hence.” : | 


Here I humbly apprehend our author’s 


meaning is truly con{picuous, “’PThis Contr- 


nent fifty years hence, infallibly will be 
ticher, and much _ better peopled than at 
prefent; confequently abler to effect a revoe 
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hition. But alas! e’re that period, our au- 
thor will forever be forgotten ; impelled 
therefore by his villainous ambition, he 
would rather precipitate his country into 
every {pecies of horror, mifery, and defola- 
tion, rather than forego his fancied protec-~ 
‘torfhip. ‘But if you have, (fays~ our 
author) and ftill can fhake hands with the 
murderers, then are ye unworthy the name 
of hufband, father, friend, or lover, and 
whatever may be your rank or title in life, 
you have the heart of a coward, and the 
{pirit of a fycophant, &c. To talk of 
friendthip with thofe in whom our reafon 
forbids us to have faith, and our affections 
wounded through a thoufand pores, in- 
ftruéts us to deteft is madnefs and folly. 

Ye that are not drunk with ésiatinitn 
anfwer me? Are thefe words dictated by 
peace, or bafe foul revenge, the conftane 
attendant on cowards and fycophants ? 
Does our author fo perfectly verf-d in 
{cripture, mean to conduct us to peace or 
defolation? or is he fit to legiflate for men 
or devils? Nations after deflating each 
other, (happily for mankind,) forgive, for- 
get , and reconcile ; like individuals who 

varrel, reconcile, and become friends. 
Following the laudable example of the Con- 


GRess ; we lately have moft readily fhaken 
hands 
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hands with our inveterate enemies the Cana- 
dians, who have fealped nearly as many of 
our people as the Britith troops have done: 
Why therefore may we not forgive and re~. 
concile==By no means, it blafts our author's 
ambitious purpefes. The Englith and 
Scotch, fince the firftt Edward’s time, have 
alternately flaughtered each other, (in the 
Seld of Bannockburn, more men fell, than 
are now in the New-England provinces) 
to the amount of feveral hundred thoufand : 


And now view each other as fubjects, def- - 


tending to rekindle the ancient animofity. 
Many of the unhappy men criminally en- 
gaged with the Pretender ; reconciled by 
humane treatment to that family againft 
whom they rebelled; ferved in their armies 
a few years after. Indeed the conduct of 
the Canadians to our troops, as effectually 
illuftrates our doGrine, as it reprobates the 
Anti-chriftian, diabolical tenets of our au- 
thor. « The unwarrantable ftretch like- 
wife, which that hovfe made in their laft 
fitting, to gain an undue authority over the 
Delegates of that. province, ought to warh 
the people at large, how they tru{t POWER 
OUT OF THEIR OWN HANDS. A fet of in- 
ftructions for the Delegates were put to- 
gether, which in point. of fenfe, and buf~ 

nels 
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ef would have difhonored a {chool-boy 

and after being approved by a few, a very 
few, without doors, were carried into the 
houfe, and there pafled in behalf of the 
whole Colony. Whereas, i the whole 
Colony know, with what ll will i that houfe 
hath entered on fome neceff: uy eae mea- 
fures, Hey would not hefitate a moment 
to think them unworthy of fuch a truft.” 
This very infidious charge, we cannot sin 
without ene spat if the Pennfylvanians, 
had ain tue adhered to their virtuous re- 
folves, it is more than probable, that a con- 
Aitutional: reconciliation had e're now takea 
place. Unfortunat Bish peumnditie their opt~ 
nion, they perhaps adopted the fenimments 
i certain perf, by no means fuperior in 


rtue or kaowledge. Thole not inebriated | 


sith denentleacy, will certainly allow, 
that the inftrudtions to their Delegates, were 
dictated by the true fpirit of peace, jultice, 
and exalted policy. If iofpiration bad 
di@ated thofe refelves, obnoxious as they 
are to in .dependency, our es had repro= 
ated eae How dare the author of Com- 
mion Senfe. fay, <‘* that hey une oe to 
gain an iene authority over the Delegates 
of their province? Who fo proper to in- 
firuG them, as thofe chofen by che people; 
not inthe hour of paflion, riot and confu- 
fion, 
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fion, but in the day of peace and tranquil 
reflection. The gentleman, whom our 
author impotently attacks, in this and other 
innuendos ; will be long revered by his grate- 
ful countrymen, and the friends of man- 
kind; as well for his true patriotifm and 
extenfive abilities, as bis unbounded bene- 
volence. Would we profit by the unhappy: 
examples of our anceftors, (which alas! 
mankind too feldom do,) let us remember 
the fate of thofe illuftrious patriots, of the 
firft Charles’s time: Allied at firft with the 
independents; they did not fufpect thofe 
execrable hypocrites, of the horrid defign 
of deftroying the King and confiitution, 
When they faw through their abominable 
ic views, it was too late to fave the King and 


kingdom ; for the independents had teized 
the fovereignty. Soon as they were firmly 
pofiefled of power; they perfecuted thefe - 
illuftrious patriots, with more unrelenting 
virulence, than the profeffed advocates of 
arbitrary power. Every virtuous Pennfyl- 
vanian, mu{t be fired with indignation at 
the infidious attack made by this indepene 
dent on the reipectable affembly of his pro- 
vince. Indeed, the Afflembly of Pennfyl- 
vania in this unworthy treatment have a fure 
earne(ft of their future expeCtations,——‘* It is 
the cuftom of nations, ({ays our author) 


“when 
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when any two are at war, for fome other 
powers not engaged in the quarrel, to ftep 
in as mediators, and bring about the pre- 
liminaries of a peace. But while ‘America 
calls herfeli the fabje@ of Britain, no power, 
however well difpofed the may be, can offer 

her mediation. Wherefore in our prefent 

{tate we may quarrel on forever.” | 

Nations, like individuals, in the hour of 
pafiion attend to no mediation. But when 
heartily drubbed, and tired of war, are very 
readily reconciled, without the imter irc. 

of mediators; by whom, belligerents were 
never reconciled, until their interefts or 
paffions dilated the pacification. If we 
may ule our author’s elegant language, 
mediation is ‘‘farfical.” I grant however, 

that the idea of our forcing England by arms 

to treat with us is brilliant. <** It is unrea~ 
fonable continues (our author) to fuppofe 
that France and Spain will give us any kind eB 
of affiftance, if we mean only to make ufe & 

of that affiftance for the purpofe of repair- 4 
ang the breach, and ftrengthening the con- q 
. nection between Britain and America; be= i 
_ taufe thofe powers would be fufferers by the 
confequences.” i 
| Confidering ‘ we have the moft numer. & 
ous, and beft difciplined army under Heaven; @ 


| and i 
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and a fleet fit to contend with the navy of 
Britain ;” we mutt fuppofe our Author's 
brain affected by dwelling conftantly on 
his beloved independency, elie he would 
not have the imbecility to require the aflift- 
ance of France and Spain. The manner of 
his prevailing on France and Spain to affit 
us, is alfo a ftrong proof of his infanity. 
Did thofe powers, hefitate to {uccour the 
Scotch “rebels in iygis, “beeaule) they aie 
themfelves independent. It 

eir intereft to create a diverfion, 

_».. +. rious in the fequel for the de- 
luded rebels in that kingdom; and were 
they now interefted in aiding us, they un- 
doubtedly would do it in fpite of quibbles. 
In fuch cafe, e’re this time, their armies and 
navies had joined us without interruption ¢ 
For we muft confefs, that the efforts of 
Britain hitherto, would not have precluded 
the republic of Genoa from aiding us. Sup- 
pofe our author, had a fon or an apprentice | 
eloped to his intimate acquaintance, and de- 
fired to enter into his fervice: If this perfon 
replied to the youth; I know your appren= 
ticefhip isunexpired, notwithftanding declare 
yourfelf a freeman, and | will hire and pro- 
tect you. I demand, would fuch odious, 
ridiculous duplicity, render our fuppofed 
perfon, lefs criminal in the eyes of our 
Author 
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Author, or render the example lefs danger- 
ous to his own apprentice. ‘ Were a ma= 
nifefto (fays our author) difpatched to fo- 
feiga.courts,, dic.” This allo is a: conclu« 
five proof of our author’s maniacum deli 
rium. Our author * challenges the warm- 
eft advocate for reconciliation to fhew a fin- 
gle advantage this Continent can reap, by 
being connected with Great Britain, ] 
repeat the challenge, not a fingle advantage 
is derived: Our corn will fetch its price in 
any maiket.in Europe :” Were the author’s 
afl rtions refpecting our power, as real <s 
delufive, a reconciliation on liberal princi- 
ples with Great Britain, would be moft 
excellent policy. I wave fimilarity of mane 
ners, laws, and cuftoms, moft friendly indeed 
to perpetual alliance, The greateit part of our 
plank, ftaves, fhingles, hoops, corn, beef, 
pork, herrings, and many other articles, 


could find no vent, but in -the Englith 


Mlands. The demand for our flour would 
alfo be confiderably leffened. The Spa- 
niards have no demand for thefe articles 5 
and the French little or none. Britain 
would be a principal mart for our lumber, 
part of our grain, naval fiores, tobacco, 
and many other articles, which perhaps 
are not generally wanted in any kingdom 
in Europe. If it is fuggefted, that the En- 

glifh 
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glith Hlands, impelled by necetlty would 
trade with us. Ireply, that itis not un< 
common to fee Englith flour for fale in 
thofe Mlands; as our merchants have more 
than once found to their coft. Since 1750, 
flour hath fold in the Iflands, at ten and 
twelve per cent. the price being reduced by 
flour from England. 
Britain is alfo better calculated to fupply 
us, with woollen goods and other neceflary 
articles, than any kingdom in Europe. Should 
a feparation enfuc; Britain will open an ex~ 
tenfive commerce to the Baltic, and Ruffia, 
for all, or many of the commodities, the 
now receives fromus. The Ruffians, fince 
their laft glorious treaty with the Porte; can 
now export the commodities of their moft 
fertile Ukraine, through the Mediterranean, 
until that period, they were conftrained to 
carry their hemp, eight or nine hundred 
miles to the Baltic, whence by a long and 
dangerous navigation, it reached the dif- 
ferent ports in the Atlantic. I need not 
snform the reader that fuch immenfe land 
carriage, precluded the fubjetts of Ruffia 
from raifing wheat, which generally fold 
in the Ukraine for ten-pence per bufhel, as _ 
did rye at five- pence in that extenfive re- 
gion, than which no country on earth 1s 
more happily adapted for that sae 
The 
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The  Britith nation, pre-eminently diftin- 
enifbed for induftry and enterprife, will 
eftablith factories in the provinces of Ruf- 
fia, and animate thofe people to emulate our 
productions, which they will tranfport 
by the Mediterranean, to the ports of 
Europe, and the Weft-Indies. By thefe 
means, and the culture of Poland, our 
‘grain would probably be reduced to its 
priftine price; two fhillings and fix pence. 
Asour Author is fo violently bent againft 
‘reconciliation ; he muft either {uppofe. a 
conftant war with the incenfed power of 
_England; or admit that he is a proper inha- 
' bitant of the domains of Ariofto, (the world 
inthe moon.) Now, admitting ‘* we have 
the moft numerous, and beft difciplined army 
under Heaven; and a navy formidable for that 
of England;” pray, what are our refources 
te pay fuch. confiderable armaments? Al- 
though I do not wifh to mortify my 
countrymen 5 I muft acknowledge, that 
the neat proceeds of all our produce -is 


inadequate to that end. Our Author al-_ 


lows “that we have a confiderable check 
on the Weft India commerce of Britain, 
and. that Great Britain has a confiderable 


check upon our European trade.” 


In cafe Great Britain infults therefore our 


European bound fhips, we have only to or-* 
ae ; Bg ger 
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der our admirals to feife their Weft Indiae 
men. Unfortunately, the Algerines, ando= 
ther piratical {tates of Africa, have no Wefte 
India commerce ; and not having the cleare 
eft diftin€tions of thine and mine; will be 
apt to feife our veffels.. Our author affirms 
** that our trade will always be our protec- 


tion.” therefore crave his pardon, and 


fhall believe, that the fight of our grain, 
and {mell of the New England Codfifh, will 
effectually ferve as a Mcditerranean pals, 
to the piratical rovers. Ido humbly con- 
fefs my fufpicions, leaft Portugal extremely 
dependent. on Great Britain, may not in- 
fult us. When independent, we no 
doubt will receive ftrong proofs of friend= 
fhip from France and Spain: Neverthe- 


lefs, with the utmoft humility I imagine, 


could we feife Gibraltar or Portmahon, and 
there ftation a formidable fquadron of capi- 
tal fhips; we might as effectually protec 
ourcommierce, as our trade will protect us. 
The author of Common Senfe confidently 
efirms, ‘that our trade will always be its 


protection.” Icannot imagine that his purfe 
or watch would effeCtually protect him on 
Hounflow, or Blackheath from footpads or 


highwaymen. Hitherto we have treated 
ef reconciliation on the principles of our 
being 
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being as potent as Great Britain. Let us 
now confider our army, nearly as I have 
ftated it, and our navy as an object by no 
means fublunary. It now behoves us well 
to confider, whether it were better to enter 
the harbour of peace with Great Britain, or 
plunge the fhip into all the horrors of war: 
—Of civil war. As peace and a happy ex- 
genfion of commerce, are objects infinitely 
better for Great Britain; than war anda di- 
minution of her commerce. It ‘therefore 
is her intereft to grant us every fpecies of 
indulgence, confiftent with our conftitu- 
tional dependence, fhould war continue, 
there can be no doubt of the annihilation of 
our thips, ports and commerce, by Great 
Britain, ‘The King’s fhips now in New 
England, unhappily are more than fufficient 
to ruin the ports and commerce of thefe 
provinces. New York is already fecured ; 
“and I fhould be extremely grieved to hear, 
that a {mall armament, were deftined a= 
gainft Philadelphia. In the opinion of the 
Heft officers of the navy; Philadelphia 1: 
acceflible to a few forty and fifty gun thips, 
in defpite of our temporary expedients to 
fortify the river Delaware. If fuch opinion 
is groundle(s, the miniftry by their imbecil- 
lity have befriended us ; fince by guarding 
the River Delaware with a few frigates on- 
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ly s they had presided us from armisg: 


our vefiels and flrengthening the river 


Delaware. I would remind our author of 
the conftant language, and apparent purport © 


of all rank § in oppofition to Great Britain ¢ 
<< We have (fay they) been the happiett 


people on earth, and would continue to be 
fo, fhould Great Britain renounce her claim: 


of taxation. We have no finifter views, we 
claim not independence ;_ No ! Perith the 
thought. Such I believe alfo was the tenor 
of the petitions. from the Congrefs to his 
Majefty. Now I would afk every man of 
fentiment, what opinion our friends in 
Great Britain, nay the whole world will 
entertain of us, if ingratefully, and madly 
adopting our alithor’s frantic {chemes, we 


rejeet reafonable terms of reconciliation? — 


Will uy not moft affuredly believe, that 


our popular leaders, have by infinite art, de-. 


ee the unwary ptople into their pre-con= 


erted nee on fuppefition, that the time 


ie found us? 'T ae acquainted with Brie 


tain mufl confefs, that the minority in par- 


liament, hitherto have been our main prop, 
Now independency for ever annihilates 
this our beft refource. Let us admit a part 
of the minority, republicans, or what is 


more probable, bent on removing the pres 


fent miniftry from their | power. Our aus 
ners 
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thor’s fchemes annihilates all their confe-. 
quence, all their oppofition. In. cafe of 
our independence, fhould a Barre, of 
BuRKE, patronife our goverment; fuch Da-= 
trons, would infallib!y participate the fate 
of the great and good Dewirs; be torn in 
pieces by the furious People. If my 
remarks are founded on ruth, it refults, 
that the time bath not found us; that aie 
pendency is inexpedient, ruinous, and im- 
practicable, and that reconciliation with 
Great Britain on- Phe terms, is our fole 
refource. ‘Tis this alone, will render us 
refpectable ; it is this alone, will render us 
numerous; it is this only, will make us 
happy. : 
I fhall no longer detain my reader, 4 
but ‘conclude with a few remarks on cet i 
our Author's fcheme. The people of f 
thofe Colonies would do well to ‘confider B 
the character, fortune, and defigns of our. -& 
Author, and his independents ; antl com- : i 
pare them with thofe of the an amiable 
and venerable perfonages in, and out of the a 
Conprefs, who abominate fuch nefarious —hCvrE 
meafures. I would humbly obferve, that the | & 
{pecious fcience of ‘politics, is of all others, | & 
the moft delufive. Soon after the Revolu- n 
tion; the ableft ftatef-men in Eneland, Hl 
| and other parts of Europe ; confidently i 
! predicted a 
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predicted National ruin, infallible ruin, 
foon as the Public debt exceeded fifty 
millions fterling. The Nation now indebt- 


ed nearly thrice that fum 5 is not arrived at 


the zenith of her credit and power. It is 
perhaps poffible to form a fpecious fyftem 


ef government on paper which may feem . 


practicable, and to have the confent of the 
people ; yet it will not anfwer in practice, 
hor retain their approbation upon trial. 
c¢ All plans of government (iays Hume) 
which fuppofe great reformation in the man- 
ners of mankind, are merely imaginary. 
The fabricators of Independency have too 
much influence ; to be entrufted in fuch are 
dous and important Concerns. This. reafon 
alone, were fufficient at prefent, to deter 
us from altering the Conftitution. It would 
be as inconfiftent in our leaders in this hour 
of danger to form a government ; as it were 
for a Colonel forming his battalion in the 
- face of an enemy, to ftop to write an eflay 
on war. | are 
This author’s Quixotic fyftem, is really 
an infult to our underftanding ; it is infinitely 
snferior to Hume's idea of a perfect Com- 


oy 


mon Wealth ; which notwithftanding his 
acknowleged greatnefs of genius, is ftill | 


eprehenfible. It is not our bufinefs to exe 
amine, in what manner this author’s affloci- 


ates, acquired their knowledge in national 


affairs 5 - 
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affairs; but we may predi&t, that his 
fcheme of independency would foon, very 
foon give way to a government impofed on 
us, by fome Cromwell of our armies. Wor 
is this fentiment unnatural, if we are atten- 
tive to conftant experience, and human na- 
ture, The fublime Monresquieu, fo aptly 
quoted by the Congrefs, unhappily corrobo- 
fates our doctrine, ‘< from (fays he) a man- 
ner of thinking that prevails amongft man- 
kind. They fet a higher value upon cou- 
rage than timoroufnefs, on activity than prus 
dence, on ftrength than counfel, Hence, 
the army will ever defpife a fenate, and re- 
fpett their own officers. They will natu- 
rally fight the order fent them by a body 
of men whom they look upon as cowards, 
and therefore unworthy to command them, 
fo that as foon as the army depends on the 
legiflative body, it becomes a military one ;” z 
and if the contrary has ever happened, it & 
has been owing to fome extraordinary cir- 
cumftances, fuch as Holland being able to & 
drown her garrifons, and the Venetians ge 
having it in their power to compel their —& 
_ “troops to obedience by the vicinity of the & 
_ Buropean armies. Refources to which 7 
‘we forever muft be flrangers. If indepen- oo | 
dence takes place, the New England men a 
by their confequence therein; will affume 
. | ) ; a@ fupetiority ¥ 
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a fuperiority, impatiently-to be born by the 
‘other Colonies, : ep 


Notwithftanding our Author's fine words 
about toleration: Ye fons of peace and true 
chriftianity ; believe me, it were folly fu-- 
preme, madnefs, to expect angelic toleration 
from, New-England, where fhe has con- 
ftantly been detefted, perfecuted and execrat- 


ed. Even in vain would our Author; or . 


our Cromwete cherith toleration ; for the 
people of New-England, not yet arrived 
in the feventcenth or eighteenth century, 
would reprobate her.—-It is more than pro- 
bable to fuppofe, that the New-England go- 
vernments would have no’objection to an 


, Agrarian law; nor is it unreafonable to fup- 


pofe, that fuch divifion of property would 
be very agreeable to the foldiers. Indeed. 
their General could not perhaps with fafety 


to his exiftence as a General, refufe them | 
fo reafonable a gratification, particularly, 


as he will have more than one occafion for 
their fervices. Let us however admit that 
our General and troops, contradicting: the 
experience of ages 5 do not affame the fo- 
vereignty. Releafed from foreign war 5 we 


would probably be plunged into all the mi+ | 


fery of anarchy and inteftine war. Can we 
fuppofe that the people of the fouth, - would 
fubmit to have the teat of Empire at Phila~ 

| : delphia, 
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delphia, or in New England; or that the 
people opprefled by a change of government, 
contrafting their mifery with their former 
happy ftate, would not invite Britain to re- 
aflume the fovereignty. 

A failure of commerce precludes the nu= 
merous tribe of planters, farmers and others, 
from paying their debts contraGed on the 
faith of peace and commerce. They can- 
hot, nor perhaps ought not to pay their 
debts. A war will enfue between the 
creditors and their debtors, which will 
eventually end in a general {punge or aboli- 
tion of debts, Pech has more than once 
happened in other States on occafions 
fimilar. 

Ye refpectable defcendants of the plan- 
ters from Holland and Swifferland; who ac- 
knowledge, that your fathers have inftructed 
you to felicitate yourfelves in exifting under 
the benign Britifh government. And have 
taught you to execrate the Government of 
Holland and other popular ftates, where 
the unhappy people unacquainted with 
trial by jury and other peculiar felicities of 


Britifh Subje&ts are, (to ufe the fignificant 


language of your fathers) under the harrow 
of opprefiive Demagogues. Do ye poflefs 
the wifdom to continue your happinefs by a 
well regulated connection with Britain? 
Volumes 
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Volumes were infufficient to defcribe the 
horror, mifery and defolation, awaiting the 
people at large in the Syren form of Ame- 
rican independence. In fhort, | affirm that 
it would be moft excellent policy in thofe 
who with for True Liserty to fubmit 
by an advantageous reconciliation to the 


authority of Great Britain ; ** to accomplifh ° 


in the long run, what they cannot do by 
hypocrify, fraud and force in the fhort one.” 


INDEPENDENCE AND SLAVERY 
ARE SYNONYMOUS TERMS. 


3 


Ey Neak.38 


The following Publication by RaTIoNALISs, 
1s printed in this fize, for the convenience 
of thofe Gentlemen, who choofe to bind 
it with other Pamphlets, iz an O&tavo 


Volume. 


The Republican Spirit is indeed at Bottom 
as ambitious as the Monarchical. 
VoOLTAIRE, 


HE town has been lately amufed with 
a new political pamphlet, entitled 
CoMMON SENSE, 


This piece, though it has taken a popu- 
lar name, and implies that the contents are 
obvious, and adapted to the underftandings 
of the bulk of the people is fo far from 
meriting the title it has aflumed, that in my 
opinion it holds principles equally incon- 
fiftent with learned and common Senfe. 


I know not the author, nor am I anxious 
to learn his name or character; for the book, 
and not the writer of it, is to be the fubjed& 
of my animadverfions. 


"Tis the glory of a free country to enjoy 
) a free 
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afree prefs, and of this, that the fenti- 
ments and opinions of the meaneft, equally 
with thofe of the greateft, are brought to 
view ; for we know by frequent inftances, 
that the rich and high born are not the 
monopolizers of wifdom and virtue.—On 


the contrary, thefe qualities are oftener to — 


be found among the middling clafs in every’ 
country, who, being lefs diflipated and de- 
bauched than thofe who are ufually called 
their betters; apply themfelves with more 
induftry to the culture of their underftand~ 
ings, and in reality become better acquain~ 
ted with the true interefts of the fociety in 
which they live. 


But to my great grief I havetoo often feen 
inftances of perfons in every clafs of life, 
whofe publications, at the fame time they 
have reflected honor on the parts and genius 
of the authors, have been fo fhamefully 
wanting in candor as to attempt, by the 
cadence of words, and force of ftile, a to- 
tal perverfion of the underftanding. 7 


{ 


The pamphlet in queftion feems to be | 


plainly calculaied to induce a belief of three 
things. 

ift, That the Englith form of government 
nas no wifdom in it, and that it 1s by no 
means fo conftructed as to produce the 


happinefs 
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happinefs of the people, which is the end 


of all good government. 

2d. ‘That monarchy isa form of govern- 
ment inconfiftent with the will of God, 

3d. That now is the time to break of all 
connection with Great Britain, aad to de- 
clare an independence of the Colonies, 

It muft be obvious to every impartial eye, 
that the author reafons from the abufes of, 
again{t the benefits derived from, the En- 
glifh conftitution ; and after reciting thefe 
abufes concludes, very unfairly, that, “it 
is incapable to produce what it feems to 
promife.’—TFor if an argument of this fort 
is to be received, it will prove perhaps ra- 
ther more than the author would choofe— 
it would even prove that the Jewith theo- 
cracy was quite as improper, and as inca- 
pable to produce what it aimed at, as the 
reprobated Englifh government. The re- 
cords of facred hiftory inform us, that the 
Jaw was given to the people from God, 
and that the great Jehovah himfelf conde- 
{cended to call them his chofen people. He 
fignally interpofed in their behalf in bring- 
Ing them out of bondage, in preferving 
_ them from the rage of Pharoah’s army, and 
{eating them in a land flowing with milk 
and honey, under his immediate govern- 

3 ment 


73 RA TALON AW. des 


ment and laws, ‘* written with his own 
finger.” 

“¢ And he will Jove thee and blefs thee» 
and multiply thee: he will alfo blefs the 
fruit of thy womb and the fruit of thy land, 
thy corn and thy wine, and thy oil; the 
increafe of thy kine, and the flocks of thy 
fheep, in the land which he {ware unto thy 
fathers to give thee”. Deut. vu. 13. 


‘¢ Thou fhalt be bleffed above all people, 
there fhall not be male or female barren 
among you, or among your cattle.” Deut. 
vile 14. 

But what effets did all thefe extraordi- 
nary favors and promifes of the Deity him- 
felf produce upon that wicked, perverfe, 
{tiff necked people? Mofes tells them, 

‘¢From the day that thou didft depart 
out of the land of Egypt until ye came un- 
to this place, ye have been rebellious againft 
the Lord.” Deut. ix. 7. 


“© You have been rebellious againft the 
Lord from the day that I knew you. Deut. 
1X. 24. 

Profane as well as facred hiftory informs 
us of the ineffeCtuality of the beft govern- 
ments and the wifeft laws among a corrupt, 
degenerate people. It does not regularly 

follow 


) 
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follow, that if the people are not happy 
under an excellent form of civil polity, thae¢ 
the fault is in the government, it may be 
owing to the corruption of. the people, and 
this 1 take to be the cafe in Great Britain at 
this day. When the Britith parliament is 
properly balanced, and each branch of the 
legiflature faithfully executes its duty, I 
think I am fafe in affirming there was never 
yet a form of government in the world {o 
well calculated for the happine(s of a free 
people as this, and yet we are told by the 
author of the pamphlet, that the « preju-~ 
dice of Englifhmen in favor of King, Lords 
and Commons, arifes as much Or more 
from national pride than reafon.” The 
world has already feen numberlefs inftances 
of fine fpun political theories, which, like 
the quackeries of mountebank doctors, are 
to cure all the political evils to which hu- 
man nature ts liable.—But when the expe- 
riment is made, they become aftonithed at 
the ill fuccefs of their boafted {chemes--they 
find a thoufand little paffions and interefts 
continually interfering with their defigns, 
and at length retire again to their clofets, 
chagrined they had not thought it neceflary 
to ftudy the great volume of human nature, 
before they ventured to fay what was the 
beft for mankind, 


The 
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The author, after venting his fpleen as 
gainft the Englifh form of government; 
comes next to confider the fubject of mo- 
narchy and heriditary fucceffion ; in treat-. 
ing which he plainly difcovers the utmoft 
prepofleffion in favor of arepublic. I fhall 
not follow him through his fcripture quo- 
tations, which he has fo carefully garbled 
to anfwer his purpofe, but beg leave to op- 
pofe fome authorities to it. 

The celebrated Trenchard, in No. 60; 
of Cato’s Letters, fays, ** There is no go- 
vernment now upon earth, which owes its 
formation or beginning to the immediate 
revelation of God, or can derive its exift- 
ence from fuch revelation: It is certain, on 
the contrary, that the rife and inftitution, 
er variation of government, from time to 
‘time, is within the memory of men or of 
hiftories; and that every government which 
we know at this day in the world, was 
eftablifhed by the wifdom and force of 
mere men, and by the concurrence of 
caufes evidently human.” 

« Nor has God by any revelation nomi- 
nated magiftrates, fhewed the nature or ex- 
tent of their powers, or given a plan of ci- 
vil polity for mankind.” (Hutchefon’s 
Moral Philofophy. p. 272:) 


« There 
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*¢ There being no natural or divine law for 
uiny form of government, or that one perfon 
rather than another thould have the fovereign 
adminiftration of affairs, or have power over 
many thoufand different families who are by 
nature all equal, being of the fame rank, 
promifcuoufly born to the fame advantages 
of nature, and to the ufe of the fame coin- 
mon faculties, therefore mankind 1s at liberty 
to choofe what firm of government they like.” 
** God's providence or permiffion fuffered 
his own peculiar people the Jews to be un- — 
der divers governments at divers times; as 
firft under patriarchs. Abraham, Ifaac, 
and Jacob, &c. then under judges, Othniel, 
Ehud and Gideon ; then under high-priefts, 
Eli and Samuels; then under kings, Saul, 
David and the reft; then under captains 
and high priefts again, ‘* as Zerobabel, 
Judas Maccabeus, and his brethren; and 
the government was laftly taken from 
them, and they brought under the power 
of Rome. And that God permits fuch ma- 
giftrate or magiftrates as the community 
thinks fit to approve, is plain by the tefti- 
mony of Holy Scriptures; when God {aid 
| to Solomen, ‘‘ By me kings rule, even all 
the judges of the earth.” Prov. viii. 16. ) 
| ‘© When the fons of Samuel were judges ie | 
over Ifrael, they took bribes and perverted 
L judgment 


i 
H | 
| 


XV i 
Asi 

14 

i 
Wl : 
} 

| 

} 

1] 


+} 
i 
i 

nM 


LISELI LET A Ra TT ene ae ae 
s ca + pied a Fs Chen 7 ae re : 


$2 RATIONALIS, 


judgment, therefore the elders of Ifrael des 
Gred Samuel to make them a king; and 
though the elders are only mentioned to 
have afked a king of Samuel, they feem to 
have been deputed from the whole con- 
gregation; for God faid unto Samuel, 
“© Hearken to the voice of the people in all that 
they fay unto thee.” Sam. vill. 4, 7. 

“And Samuel told the people the manner of 
the kingdom, and wrote tt ina book, and lad 
it up before the Lord. 1 Sam. x. 25. “Vis 
plain the manner of the kingdom fignifies 
the conftitution of the government, by 
which was meant the conditions on which 
Saul was to be king, and they his fubjects ; 
for though Ged bad given him ike crown, it 
was to rule the people according to juftice 
and laws.” 

« After the battle between Saul and the 
Ammonites, Samuel faid tothe people, Come, 
let us go to Gilgal; and there they made Saul 
hing before the Lord, 1% Sam. Xbp. Tages: 
7, 14, 15. Now therefore bebold the king, 
whom ye bave chofen, and behold the Lora 
hath fet a king over you.” Sam, chap, 12. 13. 

Thefe latter quotations are taken from the 
great Lord Sommers’s book called the “‘ Judg= 
ment of whole Kingdoms and Nations con- 
cerning the Rights of Kings and the People.” 
This nobleman was Lord high chancellor 
of England in King William’s reign, and 
was 
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was remarkable for his revolution-prin- 
ciples, great learning and unfhaken inte- 
grity, in public and private life, 


it does therefore from the foregoing tef- 


timonies appear, that monarchy (efpecially 
a limited one, fuch as that of England) 
is not inconfiftent with the Holy Scriptures, 
as is fet forth in faid pamphlet, but that ig 
is as pleafing to the Almighty, if agreeable 
to the people, as any other form of govern- 
ment, even the author’s beloved republic, 
The writer next proceeds to inform his 
readers of the numerous wars and {cenes of 
blood acted in England under their kings, 
and aflerts that “ Monarchy and fucceffion 
have laid the world in blood and afbes. Tis 
a form of government which the word of God 
bears tefizmony againft, and blood willattend it.” 
Here are bold affertions indeed. To the 
latter part I have already endeavoured to 
make fome reply, fo far as he afferts it is 
contrary to the word of God; but will the 
author’s candor permit him to inform his 
reader of the infinite diftractions and mif- 
chiefs which have happened in the ancient’ 
and modern republics-.-Under this form 
there are always two parties, which divide 
the whole body of the people, and an eter- 
nal warfare fubfitts between them for power, 
The Conref is dreadful enough, but which 
foever party prevails, there is no rod heavy 
y enough 
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enough, no fword fufficiently fharp, to 
punith thofe whom they have fubdued. 
It then becomes a many headed monfter, a 
tyranny of many. 

Let any man read with an unprejudiced 
eye the accounts which hiftorians give us 
of the famous Grecian Commonwealths, 
and I will venture to {peak for him, that 
he will not beftow great commendations on 
them.—-—The Athenians, a wife and po- 
lithed people, very often banifhed their beft 
citizens, from an apprehenfion of their 
power—a glorious reward for a virtuous citi- 
zen, who, as was the cafe in more inftances 
than one, had preferved his country from 
deftruction. Inthe latter times of the Cartha- 
ginian and Roman repubitcs, what conftant 
fcenes of blood and devaftation does hiftory 
prefent to us—-The multitude in a perpetual 
ferment like the ccean in a florm—lIn a 
ftorm did I fay,—-like the waters of the 
fea, agitated by a dreadful whirlwind, no- 
thing but the fury of one party encounter- 
ing the rage of another.--Every trace of hu- 
manity being thus loft, men change their 
natures and become as fierce ane {avage as 
wolves and tygers. 

But let us defcend nearer to mitalest 
times——let us look for happinefs and fecuri- 
ty in the republic of Holland, fo often men- 


tioned, and. fo little known-—let us recol- 
dec 
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lect the fate of the two brothers, Cornelius 
and John de Wit, Dutch minifters, who 
were maflacred by the people in the year 
1672. Holland itfelf, from being a repub- 
lic, is become a downright ariftocracy. 
Liberty did not continue long in that coun- 
try, notwithftanding the blood and treafure 
that were expended to acquire it. The 
people, fo far from being free, have had no 
voice for many years pa(t in the eleGion of 
perfons to reprefent them in the States-Ge- 
neral, nor have they any thing to do in the 
forming of laws by which they are to be 
governed. Whenever one of them dies, 
the vacancy is filled Up without any inter- 
ference of the people, and this important 
change was made in the ftate, becaufe of 
the intolerable feuds and animofities which 
attended the elections of reprefentatives. Had 
they been to have chofen a king, what 
dangerous and deflruGive tumults muf it 
have produced. Founded on the woeful ex- 
perience of ages, it is now becom2a gene- 
ral fixed opinion, that hereditary is prefer- 
able to elective monarchy, on account of 
the terrible diforders, Outrages and confu- 
fion which ufually attend the eleQion of a 
king; a pregnant inftance of which, in our 

times, is the kingdom of Poland. 
In our own hiltory, we fee what was the 
effect of the much withed for Common- 
pe Aaa il Bhi Ft wealth 
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wealth after the death of the tyrant Charles 
-—it did not produce liberty—it prefently 
ended in arbitrary power. The moment 
almoft after the reins of government fell 
from Charles’s hands, Cromwell took them 
up, and governed the nation with abfolute 
{way. | | ) 

J cannot agree with the author of the 
pamphlet in opinion, that this is the time to 
declare an independence of the Colonies. 
This ought to be the dernier refort of 
America. Let us not yet lofe fight of the 
primary object of the difpute, namely, a 
{afe, honorable, and lafting reconciliation 
with Great Britain, until we are under a 
neceffity of doing it, If an advantageous 
accommodation can be had, and a free 
conttitution for this country be eftablifhed 
on mutual agreement and compact, ‘twill 
be better and happier for us. But if juftice 
‘5 ftill denied us, and we are to contend 
for liberty by arms, we will meet them 11 
the field, and try our manhood againtt 
them, evento fpilling the blood of every 
brave man we have. Should the miniftry 
have recourfe to foreign aid, we may 
poffibly follow their example; and, if it be 
effential then to our fafety to declare an — 
Independence, I would willingly embrace 


the neceffity. RATIONALIS. 
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CATO’s LETTER (being his Second) 

to tbe People of PENNSYLVANIA. 

On that reception, which may be proper for 
BRiTisH CoMMISSIONERS, who are 
at prefent (March 11th 1776) /uppofed 
on their Voyage, to treat with the Honor- 
able, tHe American CONTINENTAL 


ConGRESS. With fome Obfervations 
againft American Independency. 


fy, 5 1 propofe to take my fubjedts as they 
f-% rife out of the times, I thall leave to 
my next letter the further defence of 
our Afiembly, to give room for a matter of 
very great importance, agreeable to what 
was hinted in the conclufion of my firft letter. 
The account which we have already re» 
ceived of Com#miffioners being appointed in 
England, and ready to Ac for America, 
in order to negociate a fettlement of the 
| prefent unhappy differences, has engaged 
| the attention, and exercifed the {peculations 
of many among us, The powers with 
which they are to be invefted, the manner 
in which they are to be received, how they 
are to be treated with, or whether they are i 
to be treated with at all, have been can- i a 
| vafled agreeably to the different views or i 
judgments of individuals, 
Among others, a writer under the figna- If 
ture of Caffandra, in the Pennfylvania Nit 
t 


¥ 
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Evening Poft of March fifth, has held 
forth fentiments which I conceive highly 
difgraceful to America, and pernicious to 
fociety in general. He pretends to have fa- 
usfied himfelf (but upon what grounds I 
know net) that the fole view of admini- 
{tration in this commiflion, is to amufe and 
deceive, to bribe and corrupt us. And be= 
caufe he fuppofes all of us fo very corrupti- 
éle, he propefes, by way of prevention, to 
feife the Commiffioners upon their firft fet- 


ting footen fhore, and bring them imme- 


diately, under a ftrong guard, to the 
ConGRESs. I have too good an opinion 


of the virtue and good fenfe of my country- | 


men, to think they will pay any other re- 
gard to this advice, than to confider the 
author as an enthufiaft or madman. ) 

‘The conteft in which we are engaged is 
founded on the moft noble and virtuous 
principles which can animate the mind of 
man. We are contending, at the rifk of 
our lives and fortunes, againft an arbitrary 
miniftry, for the rights of Englifhmen. 
The eyes of all Europe are upon us, and 
every generous bofom, in which the pulfe 
of liberty yet beats, fympathizes with us, 
and is interefted in our fuccefs. Our caufe, 
therefore, being the caufe of virtue, it will 
be expected that all our fteps fhould be 
guided by it, and that where the fock 1s fo 
fair, the fruit will be proportionably perfect. 
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‘Let us not difappoint thefe fanguine eX= 
pectations. by the fmalleft deviation. from 
thofe liberal and enlarged fentiments, which 
fhould mark the cohduat of ite ore and 
when the faithful HISTORIC page thal re- 
cord the events of this GLORIous STRUGGLE, 


may nota fingle line in the bright annals be — 


ftained by the recital of a difgraceful action, 
nor future Americans have caufe to blu th. 
for the failings of their anceftors, 

Itruft that there is not fuch another Jar ‘a 
arian among us as Caffandra. Iam fure 
there are none fuch among our favage 
neighboars. To what is it that he would 
perfuade us? To receive with contempt, 
and treat with infult, men commiffioned 
to negociate with us about matters of the 
higheft concern to America, and at leaft 
profefing peace—Perfons cloathed with the 
charaéter of Ambafladors, which has been 
uniformly efteemed facred by eye nation. 
and in every age ! 

Can a “precedent be. oa in any 
country or at any period which could. be 
propoied fcr our imitation, or give counte- 
nance to. fuch a. proceeding i ? Let this wri- 
ter turn over the volumes which eftablifh 
the principles of the Law of Nations. Let 
‘him fearch the hiftory of every ftate both 
ancient and modern, civilized and uncivilized; 
he will find none fo fierce and rude as not 
| to reverence the rights of Ambafladors, and 
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confider any infalt of their perfons as the 
erofieft outrage that could be committed. 
Nay, let him enquire among the numerous 
tribes of Indians that eet usu our frontiers, 
‘for fome example to countenance him in 
his propofal ? Thefe untutored favage 
would ftartle at the quefion, and aiehder 


that there could be a nerfon fo ignorant ‘as © 


not to know that public meffengers, with the 
CALUMET in their hands, are entitled to 


‘audience, refpect and hofvitality.. And 


fall Americans, glorying in their attach» 
ment to the rights of humanity, be the firft 
to viclate obligations which bave been thus 
univerfally held facred? No! Let us never 
give that advantage to thofe who have been 
ftriving to excite thei incignation of mankind 
ai gaintt us as faithlefs people, ferocious, 

barbarous, and uninfluenced by thofe ho 
mane featiments and finer feelings, which, 
in modern times, have, in. iste vbabedilltes 
foftened the horrors bf war. We know 
that fuch a charge 1s as. smalicious ‘as it is 


groundlel(s. Inflances enough might be 


produced to refute it, fince ny conteft was 


carried on by arms; and I truft no fature | 
ones will be found Pitch might have 2 2a ten 


dency to fupport it. 

As we have long pirofeGed an tes a. 
fire of peace, let us meet thofe who bring 
the terms, with that virtuous confidence, 
which is infeparable from an upright con- 


Tor hae EGO PELE. gl 


duct. Let us hear their p-opofals with 
patience, and cosfider them with candor; 
remembering how deeply the happinels 
of millions may be concerned in the iffue, 
lf what they offer be fuch as freemen ought 
to accept, my voice fhall be for an imme- 
diate reconciliation ; as | know of a obiect 
fo worthy of a patriot as the healing our 
wounds, and the»reftoring of peace, if it 
has for its bafis aneffectual fecurity for the 
liberties of America. If on the cantrary, 
the terms, which may .be offered, fhould 
be fuch as we cannot accept, we have only 
to fay fo, and thenegocia ation will be atanend. 
But this writer is greatly concerned for 


our virtue, left we thould sib cajoled,. de- 
ceived, and corrupted. | ft eis: thet 


fancies appear to me fo groundlels, that [ 
fafpect their reality. Is it poflidle, in geo 
earneft to entertain fo il] an opinion of tho! 
who have ftaked their lives and fortunes on 
this conteft, as to believe thar they y will 
fuffer themfelves to be flattered out of their 
liberties, or induced to {ell their birthrighs 
for a mefs of. pottage.? 

“When I confider that this reaty is to be 
managed, on the part of America, by men 


' delegated for their integrity and abilities by 


the voice: of their country, 1. feel. myfelf 
quite eafy on that {core.. df the Moe: of 
the minifiry be to try the arts of corruption, 
Where their arms cannet prevail, there are 
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other and lefs fufpicious ways of carrying 
it into execution, than by Commilioners, 
in the face of America, where they will. 
have the eyes of all ‘fixed upon them, and =~ 
their conduct diligently watched and fe- 
verely {crutinized. 

Upon the whole, it appears that this =~ 
writer is more an enemy to the bufinefs on 
which the Commiffioners are to be fent than 
really apprehenfive for our virtue. » He 
feems to have drank deep of the cup of sae 
pendency ; to be inimical to whatever carries 
the appearance of peace; and too ready to 
facrifice the happinefs of a great Continent . 
to his favourite plan. Among fuch writers 
I pretend not toclafs myfelf ; for I am bold 
to declare, and hope yet to: take it evident 
to every honeft man, that the true intereft 
of America lies in reconciliation with Great- 
Britain, upon conftitutional principles, and | 
can truly fay, 1 witb it oy no» quner 
terms. 
Why the many publi ications in fivdeiie 
independency, with which our prefies have 
lately groaned, have paffed hitherto unno- 
ticed, I am not able to determine. But 
there are certainly times when public affairs 
Beeoule fo intercfting, that every man be- ) 
comes a debtor to the community forhis  __ 
opinions, | oes in {peaking or writing. | 
Perhaps it was thought beft, where an ap- 
peal was pretended to be made to the Com~ 
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vs mon SENsE of this country, to leave the lt 
| people for a while to the free exercife of — — 
that good underftanding which they are i | ad 
known to pofiefs. Thofe who made the | 
appeal have little caufe to triamph insits 
fuccefs. Of this they feem fenfible; and, - 
like true quacks are conftantly pefte ing us an 
with their additional dofes, till the flomachs a> 
of their patients begin wholly to'revolt: olf a > 
little notice has yet been taken of the pub- | 
lications concerning independe pi it is ie 
neither owing to the popularity of the dac- 24 
) trine, the han Toieneinne nature of the argu- a 
‘ments, nor the fear of oppofing them, as |e 
the vanity of the authors would fugget. | I 2 
am confident,that nine-tenths of the people ae 
of Pennfylvania, yet abhor the doctrine. , 
If we look back to the origin of the Bs 
prefent controverfy, it will appear that fome 2 
among us at leaft, have been confiantly en- 2 
larging their views, and ftretching them | 
beyond their firft bounds, till at length Z, 
they have wholly changed their ground. 7 
From the claim of Parliament to tax us, ae ; 
, epEMog the firft refiftance on cur part. Be- & 
‘fore that unjuft claim was fet on foot, not — 


an individual, net one of all the profoustd 
Jegiflators with which this ccuntry abounds, 
| ever held. out the idea of independence. 
|. We confidered our connection with Great. 
: Britain as our chief happinefs-~-we flourith- 
-«  €d, grew rich, and populous, to a degree 


PES Bint ER TR REGIS 


tats ee 
Aa. seals Sie 


Tia ey re § 
RSE A ABS Die Sates ote CRB TI AT let BO ele 
| 
: nh 
04 CO Wet op oe Oe 
Zz 


_not to be paralleled in hiftory. Let us then _ 
act the part of fkilful phificians, and wife- 
Jy adapt the remedy to the evil. 
Poffibly fome men may have harboured © 
the idea of independence from the begin~ 
ning of this controverfy. Indeed it was | 
ftrongly fufpected there were individuals 
whofe views tended that way; but 2s the 
{cheme was not fufficiently ripened, it was 
reckoned flanderous, inimical to America, 
and what not, to intimate the leaft fufpicion 
of this kind)? Ye et a ee 
Nor have many weeks yet elapfed fince 
the fir open propofition for independence 
was publifhed to the world.—By what men 
of confequence this {cheme is fupported, or 
whether by any, may poifibly be the fubject 
of future enquiry.-- Certainly it has no coun 
tenance from the Congrefs, to whofe fenti- 
nents we lock up with reverence. On the 
contrary, it is dire@ily repugnant to every 
declaration of that refpectable body. ~ It 
would be needlefs to quote particular naflages 
in proof of this, as they are to be met. with 


in almoftevery page of their proceedings, I 
will refer toa few only, viz. their Refolves, 
March 5, 177 5-—~their Deglaration; July 6: | 
—iheir Addreis to the King, July 8---their 
Letter to the Lord Meyor of London---and | 
more efpecially their Declaration for a faft, : 
June 12, in which with the dcepeft marks 
of fincerity they call upon all America 104 44 
. * 
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~Join with them in addreffing the great Go- 
vernor of the World---« bumbly befeech- | 


‘‘ ing him to avert the defolating judgments 


ce with which we are te eM to blefs — 
<6 uae rightful Sovereign, &c,---that fo 
<< America may foon behold a gracious in- a 
** terpofition of Heaven for the redrefs of  & 
*‘ her many. grievances, the reftoration of ee 
*‘ her invaded rights, and reconcitiation 
‘with the. parent flate, on terms con- | ( > 
“ ftitcutional and. honorable to both,’ | | = 
Will any one be fo hardy as to {ay, i = 
that cither the appointment or obfervation i 2 
of this folemn day was a mere mockery of ie 
Heaven and earth, or even that any Ameri- Ss 
can joined in it, who was not fincere?--~] = 
truft not. But if multiplying authorities > 
were of any ule, | might add the fentiments of BS 
our own reprefentatives i in allembly expref- | 5 
fed in the inftructions to their Dek egates ; >. 
the fentiments of Maryland in fimilar in- tes 
ftractions; the Refolves of New Je rfey and es 
New-Hamphhire ; nor fhall the much injur- > 
ed prpeinge of Maffachufetts Bay be left out = 
of the catalogue, whofe Provincial Congrels, ‘ 3 
| while yet ble eding with the wounds receiv- = 


ed at Lexington, thus addreffed the inhabi-. 
tants of Cheat Britain--~** Thefe are marks 
<6 of minifterial vengeanceagainftthis Colony, 
‘but they have not yet detached us from 
| ‘our royal Sovereign, &c. trufting that in 
) ** a conftitutional connection with the mother 
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oe “ country, we fhall foon beafreeand happy 
Mey oes  Thefe were the fentiments of the 
. Colony of the Maflachnfetts, figned by that 
“great ‘Martyr to Liberty, Dre WARREN, a ee 
toon after fealed with his blocd, ».. “ehh? 
The fentiments of fundry other Calcome he 
; iar be fhewn to have correfponded with 
fg Bul. this letter has already reached 
ts full length, | a fhall take fome future 
opportunity to examine the arguments: — 
which ha been offered toinduce a change — 
of thefe. fentiments 5 and upon the whole I - 
doubt notto make itappear that independence ro 
a ae not the pe in which America is now 
engaged, and is only the idol of thofe who 
with to fubvert all order among us, and tiley. 4 
; on the ruins of their country | a Ad Oe * a 
Spee a ae Puisapsreaia, March aith, be rss : 
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Pele Sap printed a ma at the ay of. eh. Members 
of the Honsrable the Continental Congres, and fome of the 
SN aan Officers of the Afociation, aud is now. felling — | 
Be By ROBERT BELL, Printer ia Third fireet, [a 
u Price T bree Dellars, two volumes, in neat bindings.) 


“HE MILITAR Y GUIDE for YOUNG 
OFFICERS, by THOMAS SIMES, Efg. This work 
a a large and,yvaluable compilation from the moft cele- 

_ brated military writers—Marfhal Saxe—General Bland— 
) King of § >rufia——Prince Ferdinand, &c, &c. Containing 
a aes | So : the experience of many brave fst: in critical fituations, 
if \ as for the ufe of young warriors ; including. an excellent 
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military, hiftorical and explanatory DICTIONARY. To 
| He a which is now added, extra&ls froma military eflay, eontain- 
mi ee Ing reflections on the raifing, arming, cloathing and dii- 
My To “eiplime of the Britith infantry and cavalry.” By “Campbell 
. Beye “yuan _ Dalrymple, Efq; Lientenant.Colonel to the King’s own 


- regiment of dragoons. ‘The whole i ig uftrated with Eleven 
nee rey 4 
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Containing, further Remarks 


ON A LATE PAM PHL ES, 
entitled | 
| 


cOMMON oN 6 Be 


WHEREIN, 

Are clearly and fally fhewn, that American Independence, 

is as illufory, ruinous, and impracticable, as a liberal 

reconciliation with Great Britain, is fafe, honorable, 
__ and expedient, 


Written py Tee AUTHOR OF PLAIN TRUTH. 


The enjoyment of Liberty, and even its fupport and 
prefervation, confifts, in every man’s being allowed 
to fpeak his thoughts, and lay open his fentiments. 

Quotation of the American Congrefs, in their Addrefs 
to the Inhabitants of Quebec, from that friend to 
waren MA dae et 8 


| PHILADELPHIA: 
Printed; and Sold, by R. BELL, in Third-Strees, 
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Baek, La 4.0iR U,, co. He 
CONTAINING, : 
Further Remarks on a fate Pawrnned, 


entitled COMMON SENSE -: 


| HE writer. As PLAIN. TRUTH, arieved 
T at the infidious purpofe of the-Pam- 
Hy, phiet, entitled coMMON. SENSE5. ar- 
dently withed to fee its Antichriftian tenets 
expoted to public deteftation. After in 
vain, ° ‘waiting feveral weeks. in expectation 
of its being anfwered, he at length haftily 
endeavoured to refute its peraicious. doc- 
trines ;. and therefore withes the: judicious 
- reader to perufe the following obfervations, 4 
intended as additional to his former re» ££ 
| marks. :  ~ 
In.our former caf erecta we intimated q 
that many pages might be filled with enco- 
miums on our: excellent conftitution, by 
illuftricus authors of different nations. 
We hope the candid reader wll be grati- - a. 
fied with the following extratls on, that a 
! fubje@t, by that univérfal genius Voltaire, i, 
+ | 
i 
| 


N and 
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land by the almoft infpired Montefquieu, fo 
honorably uiking niece by our refpectable 
Congrefs. 

_* The Englith nation are the only peow 


‘ple om earth, who, refitting prerogatives 


happily reftrained it: Who, by efforts to 
efforts, at length eftablithed that wife gon 
wernment, where the Prince all powerful 
to do good, has his hands tied from doing 
evil ; where the nobility great without in- 
folence, and vafials, and where the people 
partake the government without confu/iou. 
The Houfe of Peers and Houfe of Commons 
are the arbitrators of the nation ; the King 
is the umpire. This balance was wanting 
to the Romans; the Patricians aid people 
were | always ‘divided at Rome, without a 
mitigating power to reconcile them. The 
Senate of Rome, who had the unjuft and 


punifhable pride to fhare no ‘part’ of their 


power with the Plebeians, knew no other 
fécret to remove them from government, 
than to employ them continually in foreign 
wars ; they regarded the people, as a beaft 
of prey, whom it was neceffary. to let loofe 
on their neighbours, leaft he fhould tear 
his mafter. Thus, the greateft fault of 
the government of the Romans made them 
conquerors 5 2 AC. was, becaufe they were 
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wretched at home, that they conquered the 
world.” 

Montefquieu alfo affirms that ‘the Bri- 
tith government is the wi/éf zn Europe, be- 
caufe, there is a body which examines it 
perpetually, and is perpetually examining 
itfelf ; and its errors are of fuch a nature, 
as never to be lafling, and are frequently 
ufeful by roufing the attention of the. na- 
tion.” In Aheiie, the man who in prefe- 
rence to thefe authorities, and the teftimony 
of ages, can believe our author’s criminal 
affertions againft the conftitution, in our 
very humble opinion, is incapable of being 
reafoned with. | 

The reader, often accuftomed to hear 


our numbers exaggerated, will with fur- 


prife be told, that the free people in the 
Britifh Colonies do not exceed 1,500,600. 
The se aa of Common Senfe, and his 
partizans, © promote their flagitious pure 
pofes, Bidka eur) to ‘make tHe, world be- 
lieve, that the number of our free people 
amount to three millions. Thefe perfons 
who have fo excellent a knack of creating 
armies, and navies, fuppofe goo,000 peo- 
ple in Virginia and Maryland, although 
thefe provinces only contain 280,000 
white people. 
By examining, the aia of ‘aegis in 
Virginia 
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Virginia and Maryland, and the battalions 
now on foot in thefe provinces, fuch, as 
doubt our computations, may fatisfy them- 


Selves, that. we are not widely miftaken. If 


Iam told that 72: counties are included in 
Virginia and Maryland, I rep! y, that they 
do aot comprehend half the number of 
people contained in Yorkfhire. Fhe nums 
ber of white people therefore in the diffe- 
rent provinces, may be truly ftated in the 
following manner; in the fouthern’ colo- 
nies, 450,000, in the middle colonies, 
§ 50,000, in the New England colonies, 
500,000. Thus extenfively ‘disjoined, thefe 
numbers form not fo great a national 
ftreneth, as would half that number united 
ina compact territory. Now, a {ftate, con- 
taining 1, 500,000 people, cannot prudently 
keep up more than 15,000 foldiers. A 
perton poflefied of £1000 may indeed for 
fome time difplay the expence of him {eiled 

of £1000 yearly revenue, but he will affect 
fach impradent parade at the expence of 
his raza. On fach, and no other principle, 
may a community of 1,500,000 arm more 
than 15,000 men. 


When by the luft of his ambition, . 


Lewis the Fourteenth was conftrained to 
defend him(felf again{t his redoubtable ad-. 


verfaries, defpotic as he was, he never at. 
Once 


Pe Agi N TIS R Ort. reg 


ence brought into the field one tenth part 
ef his fubjets capable of beari ing arms, 
If he had, his kingdom had been haba 
undone, feeing the lofs fuftained by an ar- 
my, even in an inactive campaign, is in- 
deed almoft incredible: Leaft thofe more 
zealous than informed, doubt thefe fimple 

truths, we here fubjoin the opinion of that 
friend of mankind, Montefqu Neu; who, ree 
flecting on the caufe of the rife and fall of 
the Roman Empire; obferves, ‘* that ex- 
perience has pe -rpetually tyeit! that an 
European Prince, who has a million of 
fubjects, cannot without deftroying him- 
felf, keep up and maintain above ten thou- 
{and foldiers, confequently, great nations 
only are poffefled of Armies.* — ‘* It is 
obferved (continues the fame author) that 


_the immoderate labour which foldiers are 
‘obliged to undergo, deftroys our armies. 


I would afk thofe who affert we are to be 
aided by France and Spain, on what aflurance 
do they ground their hopes of fuch affifte 
ance? Did Britain retain Manilla, Havan- 
na, Martinico, Guadaloupe, or Belleifle? 

| - Did 


* Let the reader judge how this correfponds with the 
writer of Common Senfe; who afferts, ‘that itis a 


_ Matter worthy of obfervation, that the more a country is 
_ peopled, the fmaller their armies are.” 
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Did Britain interfere in the conqueft of Cora 
fica? Did the take part directly or indirect- 
ly with the fubjects of France, when late in 
revolt in the rich ifland of St. Domingo, 
cemmonly called Fiifpaniola ? Did not Great 
Britain with incorruptible integrity adhering 
to the fpirit of hertreaties with France, re- 
fufe to aid thefe iflanders, though more than 
once folicited and 1ImPpoRTUNED by them 
for that end? Has France recovered the 
tone of her power, weakened by fo many 
fignal defeats? Are not her finances in deep 
diforder, and likely fo to continue for many 
years? Did not thefe wergdty confiderations 
lately retain France from iuccouring the | 
Turks, tho’ brought to the verge of perdi- 
tion by the victories of Ruffia? The Turks, 
her ancient zafural alles, whofe very panes 
ficial commerce fhe almoft exclufively en- 
joyed; a commerce more valuable than that 
the could carry on with us, were we ee 
to independance by her power. | 
Circumftanced as France and Spain are, 
would they not a extremely impoliticaily 
to aid os create a civil war in the dominions 
of Britain? Such procedure on the part of 
France would probably again roufe the mar- 
tial ambition of the proud if/landers, {fo as to 
recalto her memory the age of Henry the 
sth. or the delivery of Dunkirk to Cromwell, 
Montefquicu 


. one ee ee — a . 
5 AA: ee a Side ~~ +e Oe eS © S 

* a Oe re Pa Ae gee pee aa a . : 
eee ae Bae Ye a te LN pe tase v eR ne 


PLAIN TRUTH, 109 
Montefquieu very juftly remarks, :** that no 
ftate threatens its neighbours with conqueft 
fo much as that which is involved in the 
horrors of civil war: In fuch a feafon, the 
nobility, the citizens, the artizans, the 
peafants, and in fhort the whole body of 
the people become foldiers.” Can we be- 
lieve that the Sovereigns of France and 
Spain, charmed with our author’s encomi- 
ums on monarchs and monarchy, will in 
gratitude raife him to his beloved, his paf- 
fionately defired protecorfhip 2 Let us how-= 
ever fuppofe.that thefe monarchs jealous of 


the power of England, would gladly de- 


prefs her, even at the certain price of create 
ing in the independent ftates of America, 
avery dangerous power to their colonies. 
Let us next examine the probable confe- 
quences. In fuch war, Holland, perhaps 


Denmark, and Rufia, would take part with: 


their zatural ally, Great Britain. It is in- 
deed incumbent on thefe powers to preferve, 
inviolate the Britifh power in America and 
the Weft Indies, which alone maintains the 
ftability of the political balance in Europe. 
It confequently will behoove France and 
Spain to arm with the utmoft vigour, which 
cannot be effected at lefs annual expence 
than fifteen millions fterling to each of the 
faid belligerents, Now fhould this war 

prove 
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prove unfuccefsful on the part of Greaé 
‘Britain, we cannot imagine that it will ter- 
minate, e’er many bloody fields are loft 
and won; I fay, it probably will not 
end in lefs than 10 yeats: This war 
therefore would coft to France and Spain at 
Jeaft 300 millions fterling, and confequent- 
ly 3, 4, or 500,000 fubjects.—Methinks I 
hear the writer of Common Senfe exclaim, 
_ Britain divefted of her American commerce, 
cannot fo long maintain war. I would ree 
mind him that Britain and Ireland contain 
nearly ten millions of people. If there- 
fore there is the leaft foundation in his 
affertion “ that the diminution. of trade 
creates an army, and the neceffities of an 
army create a trade,” the candid reader will 
_furely allow that Great Britain may arm and 
maintain a moft redoubtable army, poffleffed 
of nearly a million of manufacturers (ac- 
cording to our author; and his congenial 
frantic declamators) in danger of ftarving. 
Let us fuppofe that in the courfe of this war, 
unhappily for mankind the glory of Great 
Britain is ftained by repeated difgraces and 
defeats, end that fhe is forever {tripped’ of 
her colonies, who become independent. __ 

‘Ye that are not dead to hamanity and 
every generous emotion of the human heare, 
feel ye not compaffion for human kind de+ 
ftroyed in thefe bloedy fcenes? Do ye feet 
AG . 


pa terete: 


PLAIN TRUTH: tos 


ho remorfe for the ruin of the Britifh em- 

pire, the f{courge of tyrants, the protector 

of riations and our facred religion? are ye 

not petrified with horror, indignation and 
amazement, when informed, that a princi- 

pal caufe of fiich bloody and. ever ae orable 
{cenes is the reftlefs ambition of the writer 

of Common Senfe and his partizans: im- 
pelled I fay by their turbulent ambition to 
anticipate an event which the fulnefs of time 
would probably produce without bloodfhed. 

Here let us paufe, and difpaffionatel ly Xs 

amine the advantages accruing to France 

and Spain from the expenditure of fo much 

blood, fo much treafure. Thefe advaritages 

we muft candidly refolve into humiliation 

to Great Britain, and eventual and final ruin 

to their colontes. : | 

‘¢ But our commerce (fays the author of 
Common Senfe) our commerce will repay 

them;” Famed as we are for gratitude, | 
fincerely believe that France and ‘Spain may 
fecurely rely on exclufively enjoying our 
commerce for ages; many ages. After this 
| facrifice to truth, I muft however acknow- 

| ledge, that were we to prefent thole pow- a 

ers with the total of our produce for two _ 

| centuries to come, we fhould not nearly repay i" 

to thofe powers, the faid expenditure of blood | 

| and treafure: Let us now view the athe Hi 
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fide. If we confider the powerful efforts 
Britain has heretofore made to fupport 
Auftria, and the balance of power in Eue 
rope, we may readily imagine the ftupens 
dous efforts fhe will perform to fave herfelf 
from impending deftruction. Her navies 
covering the ocean would rapidly deftroy the 
fleets of her enemies. France and Spain 
everwhelmed with the deftrudtion of their 
commerce and colonies, like a tree ftript of 
of its branches, would pine and languith, 
Soon would they again implore Britain for 
peace.——-The French and Spanith colonies 
once more, and perhaps forever would re- 
ceive laws from Britain. The very fertile 
ifland of Hifpaniola, of much more value 
than all the Britifh iflands, only awaits a 
fummons to furrender to Great Britain, 
OPPRESSED BY EVERY SPECIES OF 
DESPOTISM, the planters of Hifpaniola 
lately flew to arms, but alas! were defeated 
by the regular troops of their arbitrary 
Prince. Thoie rich planters being in the 
vicinity of Jamaica, are charmed with the 
felicity of the Britith fubjects, and languifh 
to partake the happinefs of the Britifh con- 
ftitution. The furrender of this ifland (and 
its reduction would be infallible) would 
afford to Great Britain as real a monopoly 
of 
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of fugar and indigo, as the Dutch poffefs of 
the {pice trade. Britain by moral and phy- 
fical caufes habituated to glory, would ra- 
pidly prevail, and triumphantly returning 
to our devoted fhores.—I draw a veil over 
the event. Is it not a melancholy fymp- 
tom that many, too many refpedtable per- 
fons in the colonies have attended to our 
** vifionary’s tale of foreign aid? Is it not 
humiliating to confider, that fuch perfons 
have been mifled by our would be proteéfor.” 

Can we be fo creduleus to believe what 
our author has afferted about our creating a 
navy, &cc? We are not ignorant that Spain 
enjoys more commerce than the colonies, 
confequently more feamen than America. 
We are not uninformed that Spain poffefled 
of Mexico and Peru (mines not indeed {0 eae 
fily worked asour very valuable paper mines) 
would purchafe feamen, if unhappily for 
the peace of mankind, gold could purchafe 
failors ; perhaps only to be obtained in 
Britain or Holland.—This our affertion is 
exprefly confirmed by the friend of mankind 
Montefquieu, who fays, ‘ in this age, the 
whole life of a prince is fcarce fufficient for 
the raifing and equipping a navy capable to 
make head againtt a power already poffefied 
of the empire of the fea.” This perhaps 


may 
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may be the only thing which money 
CANNOT EFFECT. I apprehend that this 
very excellent authority, independent of 
our humble reafons, will affuredly evince, 
to every candid reader, that in our days we 
cannot form a navy to contend with the 
pride and miftrefs of the main. If the wri- 
ter of Common Sente is ftill l inflexibly bent 
On building anayy, Tadvife him to con- 
ftrudt it on his native plains of the moon.— 
There, indeed may it defy the power of 
Great -rii2in, which alas! it cannot brave 
on tus Bluc mountains, or any other 
part of Brinf, America.  Serioufly, the 
mai's judgment muft-be ftrangely depraved 
who can give the leaft faith to our vifion- 
ry’s navy, and Bis other rhodomontades ! 
I apprehend that our planters, farmers, 
and others, who cannot obtain a fhilling for 
wheat, who in barter for two bufhels of 
ae article, cannot acquire one buthel of 
SALT; who cannot procure other articles 
almott indifpenfibly ie aiae: to life; I fay, 
{uch perfons, as well as every other rank of 
in!abitants, will, I dread foon experimen- 
tally fiad, that thie writer of f Common Senfe 
has infulted their under ftanding, in ban= 
tering them about their grain felling, ‘“‘while 
eating is the cuflom in Kiurope,” concerning 
a nayy and fuch like extravagancies, 
We 
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We have already obferved, that our au- 
thor remarks, ‘¢ that commerce diminithes 
both the fpirit of patriotifm and military 
defence,’* The Hottentots, the people 
(if they may be fo called) of Kamchatka, 
of Greenland, and a confiderable part of 
Siberia, know not commerce. ‘They are 
as remarkable no doubt for patristi/m, as 
elegance of manners. The Algerines, and 
other pirates of Barbary, the numerous 
tribes of Arabs, the many hords of Tartars, 
have no other commerce than robbery and 
murder, They indeed poffefs the genuine 
Apirit of wulitary defence, and doubtlef 
therefore are excellent patriots, The na- 
tives of Florida, and New Zealand, who 
ravenoully feed on human fleth, have no 
idea of commerce. I cannot indeed of my 

Own 

" The eloquent Fergufon treating of the moft refpecta- 
able nations of antiquity, has the following obfervation, 
_ They granted quarter only to enflave, or to bring the 
prifoner to a more folemn ‘execution; and an enemy 
when difarmed, was for the moft part, either fold in the 
market or killed, that he might never return to ftrengthen 
his party. When this was the iffue of war, it was no 
wonder that battles were fought with defperation, and | 
that eyery fortrefs was defended to the laf extremity, 
‘The game of human life went upon a high ftake, and was 
played with a proportional zeal. To the military spirit 
| of defence were mankind indebted for fuch dcteftable 
manners, Can any reafonable being therefore, with for 
independence at this time, which effedtually deftroying 
Our commerce and our agreeable manners, would without 


all doubt plunge us into brutality aad the groffet bar- 
Pie ae ie. 
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own knowledge fay much of their patriot- 
ifm, tho’ they certainly poffefs the zrue 
[pirct of military defence in its native colours, 
1 believe our honeft Indian neighbours are 
unfkilled in commerce, tho’ acquainted 
with the mode of broiling prifoners, and ' 
well verfed in the /pirit of military defence. 
With the utmoft fubmiflion, do I propofe 
to the real author of Common Senfe, and , 
his votaries of the true military {pirit of de- 
fence, and to him who lately fo learnedly 
arraigned luxury; I fay, with entire defe- 
rence do I propofe to thofe worthies to pafs 
the remainder of their preciozs lives amidtt 
thefe humane nations, and enjoy patriotifm, 
and the true fpirit of military defence un- 
defiled by commerce, undebafed by /uxury. ; 
I do not mean to expofe the many abfurdi- 4 
ties with which the mifled public has too 
long been deluged by many of our deluded 
and deluding writers. I fhall however re- 
mark, that we are unacquainted with the 
Weft India Iflands, if we believe that they 
folely depend on us for provifions and lum- 
ber. In Jamaica, flour is perhaps an article 
of luxury, and as bread, is rather inferior to 
plantains, with Which that ifland amply 
abounds. Jamaica alfo produces large 
quantities of the beft Indian corn on earth, ; 
and without injuring the fugar canes, in 
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the intervals or rows of which itis planted, 
and arrives at maturity before the canes bee 
come fo vigorous as todemand much nou- 
rifhment from the earth. Large quantities 
of yams and other ground provifions are 


there alfo produced. An hundredth part 


of mountainous Jamaica is not cultivated 
in fugar canes : that ifland confequently af- 
fords plenty of timber for hogfhead ftaves: 
Pufncheon ftaves may be obtained from 
Hamburgh, from Canada, or Miffiffipi, 
from which laft colony, feveral of the French 
iflands were plentifully fupplied with lumber. 


Ever fince the fetilement of the French 


in Hifpaniola, nine tenths of their fugars 
have been fhipped in hogtheads made of 
wood. the growth of that ifland.If it is 
faid that the windward iflands (particularly 
Barbadoes) are deftitute of the refources pe- 
culiar to Jamaica, I reply that it were per~ 


haps advantageous for the Barbadians to re- 


move from their worn out ifland “aconfider- 
able number of their flaves to the new] 
ceded iflands, or to Jamaica, where their 
labour would probably turn to better account 
than in their ifland demanding reft to reco- 
ver its priftine fertility. As large quantities 
of rum and other produce formerly wont to 
* be 


*In 1772, 25000 hogtheads of fugar were fhipped from 


Grenada; and in that year, 5000 hogtheads only from 
Barbadoes, 
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be confumed in America will now be fent 
to Britain, it will effeCtually prevent the 
diftilling of fpirituous liquors from grain 
which will anfwer many happy confequences 
to that kingdom and her iflands. In fine, 
were it poflible for the prefent unhappy con- 
vulfions to continue for two or three years, 
I do verily believe Great Britain would be 
highly advantaged by forever prohibiting in- 
tercourfe between thofe colonies and her 
iflands<nor is it probable Britain would 
omit this politic meafure. 1 know it will 
be re-echoed that the Weft India iflands 
cannot do without America. The contra- 
ry is neverthelefs true. Moft affuredly Bri- 

~ tain is as capable to fupport her iflands, as 
is France, whofe iflands as we have already 
obferved are much more confiderable, con- 
fequantty require larger fupplies. 

Since the publication of my firft remarks 
on Common Senfe, I have feen an appen- 
dix to it, which I am inclined to think the 
production of the PUTATIVE, rather than 
the real author. 

We know that the author of Common 
Senfe for fome time paft has been anxioufly 
bufied in negociating a match between Ma-_ 
demoifele Borgio, a defcendant of Pope 

Alewander the fixth, vulgarly called the 
Scarlet. Whore of Babylon, and a great 
grandfon of John Calvin. It is more- 

over 
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over rumoured, that accompanied with a 
PRIEST, he is gone to an eftate late the 


grand monarch’s, to celebrate the nuptials, 


The true defcendants of John Calvin and 
john Knox, even at this time trembling for 
the confequences, dread thie alliance: Nay, 
we ourfelves are fenfible of her coquetry, 
to give it no harfher epithet, and really 
apprehend the deceitful hufley will jile him. 
The author of the Appendix, or rather 
Summary of the pamphlet called Common 
Senfe, fays, ‘‘ that America has a large and 
young family, whom it is more her duty to 
take care of, than be granting away her 
property, &c. I moft ardently with that 
her family were all well employed, and 
that it did not comprehend this author, and 
too many of his caft, who were better 
employed in mauling rails, than teizing their 
diftrefled parent to take care of them. 
‘In fupport of independency adds 
this author, I could if I judged it pro- 
per, produce fome of the ableit and moft 
experienced men on this continent, and 
whofe fentiments on that head are not yet 
publicly known. We lament'he had not 
judged it proper to favour the public with 


the names of his able and experienced men 


who with their country plunged into every. 


_fpecies of ‘mifery. 
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In the Pamphlet, the author {peaks of 
the trade by which America has enriched 
y herfelf. In the Appendix it is faid, Ames 
rica doth not yet know what opulence is. 
This is furely contradi€tory. ¢* Becaufe, that 
it is the intereft of America to be feparated 
from Britain, becaufe it will come to that 


one time or other; becaufe the longer it is. 


delayed, the harder it will be to accom- 
plith.” This is devoid even of the fem- 
blance of truth, and no man in his fenfes 
can believe it. Let us however for argu- 
ment fake admit it. \ Are we to precipitate 
ourfelves into ruinous meafures, becaufe our 
remote defcendants are to be involved in 

war? We may honeftly anfwer no; what- 
ever political quacks allege to the contrary 


in fupport of their criminal defigns. If an 


aflembly of 100 oppulent perfons were told 
that according to human affairs it were a 
million to one, that none of their defcen- 
_dants one or two thoufand years hence 


would poficfs one fhilling of their property, 
would they do well to afli@ themfelves ? 


Surely not. In fine, exifting a moment be- 
tween two eternities, our ee are frail 
as ourfelves. 

‘«« The continent (fays the author) by that 
time would not have had a general, or even 
a military 
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a military officer left; and we, or thofe 

who may fucceedius, would have been as ig- 

norant of maftial affairs, as the ancient In- 

dians: and this fingle pofition clofely at~ 

tended to,. will unanfwerably prove, that 

the prefent time is preferable to all others.” 

Here I do the author juftice to fuppofe, that 

he really means to joke; If he is in earneft; 
his invention is rather fertile; for Ican 

fafely fay, that hahas adduced a reafon for 

arming, which no one elfe would have 

thought of. J believe my countrymen, 

who laft war carried arms, will candidly 

own, that had we no better reafon for 

taking up arms than that juft affisned, we 

very fafely right poftpone the war 50 og 

Joo years longer. If our troops gathered 
laurels, the Britons alfo acquired glory 
Certain I am, that our experienced officers 

will moft chearfally allow, that the addi- 

tional number of 150 or 200,000 men, 
(which additional number, in that remote 
period, the continent will at leatt poflefs) 
would be an EQUIVALENT for their military 
{kill. Why may not our defcendants then 
expect foreign generals? Will not foldiers 
of fortune then have ftronger inducements 

to explore military fame and fortune than. 

at prefent? Why may not our youthful de- 
vee {cendants 
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feendants courting glory in the well fought 
fields of Europe, return with laurels, and 
inftruct their countrymen to acquire honor 
and fame in defending America. The 
author of the Appendix next remarks, ‘* that 
the value of the back lands which fome of 
the provinces are clandeftinely deprived of, 


by the unjuft extenfion of the limits of 


Canada, valued only at five pounds fterling 
per hundred acres, amount to upwards of 
twenty five millions, Pennfylvania currency, 


and the quit-rents at one penny fterling per 


acre, to two millions fterling.” 

‘lt is by the fale of thofe lands that 
the debt may be funk, without burthen to 
any, and the quit-rent referved thereon, will 


always leflen, and in time, will wholly fup- 
port the yearly expence of government. 


ir matters not how long ¢he dedt is 1m paying, 
fo that the lands when fold be applied to the 
difcharge of it, and for the execution of 
which, the Congrefs for the time being, 


will be the continental truftees.” This is” 
perhaps the moft glaring infult ever offered 


to mankind, and as he evidently means to 
betray the caufe he pretends to ferve, I will 
therefore chearfully detect his duplicity. 
Firft, I obferve that his back lands are 


only 480 millions of acres; or a territory 


put 82 times larger than Pennfylvania, 
: which 
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which comprehends all the fpace, even to 
the polar circle (land or feas of ice mat- 
ters not to him) three fourths of which will 
forever remain a dreadful defart. Iam not 
ignorant that our author will allege the 
preceflion of the equinoxes, which in the 
courfe of a million of years, by changing 
every climate on earth, may render bis bach 
lands habitable. Secondly, this project of 
his back lands will exterminate every Indian 
in North America; nor ean this affertion be 
thought rafh if we remember the REspecr 
with which our frontier fettlers very gene- 
rally treat their Indian neighbours, Now 
fuch murderous ambition is rather too bare- 
faced in our ftatefman fo converlant in /erip= 
ture, in juftice, and our NATURAL RIGHTS<« 
Thirdly, the habitable part of our author’s 
provinces, will not be peopled (if ever) in 
lefs than roco or 1500 years. China, by 
every caufe, is as favourable to population as 
any region or empire on earth. Yet doth 


“it not contain one twentieth part of the in- 


habitants our provinces ARE to comprehend 
in the fhort {p2cé of one or two centuries. 
In fine, there is no example on earth of 
fuch population. War, famine, and pefii- 
lence will ever prevent 1. Mankind ever 


‘were and ever will be the fame.’ Nor doth 


Providence feem folicitous to croud the 
ty earth 
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earth with inhabitants, elfe fuch amazing 


‘numbers of human kind would not perifh 


in infancy, and every flage of life, as well 
by natural and acquired maladies, as by 
their pailions roufing them to war, and de- 
luding them a prey tothe accurfed ambition. 
of defigning leaders: Let us however ad- 
mit thofe ridiculous tales about population 
are realized. Can we believe that our nu- 
merous defcendants will be happier than 
their lefé numerous anceftors? I reply we 
dare not believe it. I have not the leaft 
doubt that modern Rome with her priefts 
and violins; is not happier than ancient 
Rome with her triumphs, feditions, and 
profcriptions. Now will any reafonable 


perfon pretend to deny that the APPENDIX 


STATESMAN doth not mean to flab our 
credit by telling the public creditors, that 
they are to have unexplored, uninhabitable 

wil lds, or feas of ice as a pledge for money? 
Will any one aflirm that the proffered fecu- 
rity is in any degree preferable to the planet 


Saturn? 


Well doth he know; that only naming 
fuch fecurity to the monied men is an ef- 
feftual methed of fhutting their purfes: 
‘“ It matters not (continues the appendix 
writer) how long the debt is in paying, 
Sc.” Our author's fincerity on this head; 
I moft fincerely believes : The 
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The author more than once mentions, 
‘the fufferers, whofe a// is already gone, 
and the foldier who has quitted his a// 
for the defence of his country.” I fay, he 
attempts to terrify us with thofe who have 
no fortunes but their Swords. I have aie 
ready exprefled my ardent withes, that 

Britain, and thofe provinces may effeétu- 
ally commiferate the unfortunate fituation 
of the unhappy fufferers. Surely thofe fol- 
diers, who on principles of virtue and glo- 
ry defend their country; will, on the [o= 
eftablithment of peace, chearfully ‘return 
to their families and avocations. Mott cer- 
tainly, the reader will not be bullied by 
fuch impotent menaces, but will readily 
perceive the true caufe of our author’s aver-= 
fion to conciliatory meafures, viz, that in 
fuch cafe he would no longer be able to fith 
in troubled waters; that peace would reduce 
him and his affociates to their native infigni~ 
ficance. Peace doth not fuit {uch men: A- 
narchy and war—civil war is their grand re- 
fource: They know, and perfectly agree 

‘with Swift, “ that in party as in bad wine, 
the DREGs always mount highett.” 

“But if-it were, fays our author, and 
even fhould be granted (that is our former 
happy fituation) [ afk asa reafonable quefji- 


on, by what means is a corrupt and faithlefs , 


coure 
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court to be kept to its engagements?” Would 
not one imagine he is {peaking of the court 
of Lewis the 14th? If Britain, ever re- 
nowned for good faith, fhould in any future 
period violate the compaét, we then indu- 
bitably, can defenfively or offenfively, war 
againft her more advantageoufly and effect- 
ually than at prefent. This axiom is as 
true as that light fows from the fun. If 
we adont reconciliatory meafures, our num- 
“bers and wealth will probably augment in a 
ereater degree than the people and riches of 
Britain circumfcribed in territory. In fine, 
confidering the prefent fituation of Europe, 
we mutt confefs that a future period cannot 
refent a juncture more unfavourable to the 
defigns of our author and his independents. 
«© The birth day of a new world is at 
hand” (fays our author.) I fincerely with 
the old one a happy delivery from fuch mif- 


chievous perfons fo little acquainted with the , 


political obfteteric art, as the author of 
Common Senfe, and his colleagues. | 
‘¢ There are reafons to be given in fup- 
port of independence, which men fhould 
y think of than be told of” 


rather privatel 
Every man of fenfe engaged in our prefent 
meafures, will defpife this inuendo as infi- 

cious as groundlefs. : | 
“A line of diftinction fhould be drawn 
between 
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between Enelith foldiers, and an inhabitant 
of America‘taken in arms, the firft are pri~ 
foners, but the latter traitors.” Can we 
without horror, read this deteftable charge; 


e 8 ° * ; i w 
to murder our deluded citizens? Britain, im ; 
e Nae ~ 
as famed for humanity, as arts and arms, _ se 
has not treated, and I truft never will treat i 


as traitors, thofe, who are only contend- 
ing for their conftitutional rights and liber- > 
ties. ‘ The artful and hypocritical let- _ 
ter which appeared a few months ago ; 
in two of the New York papers, is an evi- 


refided,.the horrors of the inquifition were unkown, when 
at the fame time, it raged with deteftable aud unremit- 
ting fury inthe Ultra Mountain Provinces, where the de- 
puties refided. ‘The firft, were of exalted underftandings, 
the laft, only fitted to fill their eternally memorable infa- 
ious places, by their determined ignorance. 


dence, that there are men, who either want } 2 
judgment or honefty.” Every man of un- Ee 
derftanding will perceive, that this laft | : 4) 3 
daring menace is thrown out, to deter = 
Printers from virtuoufly afferting the liberty > 
of the Prefs. If an abfolute freedom of the Bs 
Prefs, if the liberty either of fpeaking or <a i 
writing on matters of {tate is permitted un-  B 
controlably in the government of Britain, — | 4 
which we are taught fo ftrongly to & 
reprobate : Shall any reafonable being dare | oS 
to affert, that thefe fupreme felicities a J 
are not as effentially neceflary in A- i > 
merica, the land of freedom, or in any re- > 
publican country. Iam afflicted, by remark- ve 
ing that the committee of New York * as 

-* At Rome, where the Inquifitor General conftantly 1 
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it is faid, have a areat averfion to PLAIN 
Trovu, they have at prefent interdigted and 
prohibited it from appearing among them, 


by feizing a number of that pampblet which 


were fent frem Philadelphia, a though pub- 
lithed with the printers name on the title 
page, and are daily felling here under the 
immediate eye of the Congrefs. If fuch do- 
ings are the fintt fruits of REPUBLICAN 
LIBERTY ? Grant me Heaven, our formet 
mild and limited Government, where the 
prerogative is afcertained by law, and where 


every man is at liberty to {peak and print 


his fentiments. 

In Prain Trova, having too precipi- 
tately confidered commerce, I fhall here re- 
confider that fubje@. And firft, 1 obferve 
the reftritions of Britain on our ae 
fe often held up to us, as a griévance of the 
firft magnitude, is, I humbly BE oe Ta= 
‘ thef ideally, than really fo. Here, I afk thofe 
merchants trading to Hamburgh, Holland, 
France, or other parts of Europe; to the 
Spanith, French, Dutch, and Weft India fet 
tlements; do they hefitate to import into our 
provinces, the commodities of thefe diffe- 
rent kingdoms and colonies? I dare fay, 


they will not anfwer in the negative, but | 


the rifque exclaims the fuperficial obferver, 
I believe, the ri{que is a bugbear, not very 
terrific to commercial adventurers. 
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_ A feifure I apprehend, is an event, that 

doth not happen to one in a thoufand fuch 

eculifts; if it does; it muft arife from 
pe tranfactors mifcondu@, Great Britain; 
as already obferved, is without doubt our bet 
market fot our lumber, naval ftores; thips, 
part of our grain; for our iron; train oil; 
ilax feed, furs ; 3 I may include indigo, to- 
bacco, if not'ricé. No deubt, I thall be 
told, that rice and tobacco would fell better 
in other parts of Europe than Britain. I 
reply, that we legally tranfport rice to any 
country in Europe, fouth of Cape Finitterre; 
and if the rice veflels botind to Holland 
and the Baltic, call at England, they gene- 
tally have indigo and other atticles to land 
in that kingdom, 

France is well ddapted to raife rébacen} 
where it foon will probably be cultivated ; 
fuch defign fome time fince hath been in agi- 
tation. ‘*It is well known, that the French 
might raife tobacco at home if they would, 
much cheaper than they can import it. 
The fact is this: The farm of tobacco is 
one of the great five fatms, which make up 
the chief part of the Ropal revenue; and 
therefore, the farmers general, for bye ends 
“of their own, have hitherto had intereft 
enough with the court, to prohibit the 
cultivation of it in old France, under the 
fevereft penalties, But neverthelefs the real 
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French patriots, and particularly the Mar- 
quils de Mirabeau, have fully demonftrated; 
that it is the intereft of the French govern 
ment to encourage the cultivation of it, and 
have pointed out. a fure and eafy method of 


collecting the duties ; which was the fole’ 


pretence of the farmers general for folicitin 
a prohibition: So that it is apprehended; 
that the French government will at lat 
open their eyes in this refpect, and allow 
the cultivation of it.” Goon 
In cafe of feparation fays the Dean of 
Gloucefter, ‘‘ The ceafing of the payment 
of bounties on certain colony produions 
will be another great faving, perhaps not 
lefs than £200,000 a year: and it is 
very remarkable, that the goods imported 
frem the colonies in confequence of thefe 
bounties, could not have been imported in» 
to any other part of Europe, were there a 
hiberty todo it; becaufe the freight and 


firft coft would have amounted to more. 


than they could be fold for ; fo that in faa, 
We give premiums to the colonies for felling 
goods to us, which would not have been 
fold at all, any where elfe.” } 

In fhort, evident beyond a difpute it is; 
‘that were we independent of Great Britain, 
it were our intereft to carry a very confide- 
rable part of our produce to her without 
bounties, and receive from that kingdom 
Ra Aida 13 twen- 
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¥83 twentieths of the articles we now take 


fiom her. It will be faid, if this is admit- 


ted why doth Great Britain annually expend 
3 or 400,000 fterling to keep armies and 
navies in America, and at this time appear 
fo willing to recover our allegiance. With 
the utmoft deference to the Dean of Glou« 
cefter, I humbly imagine, that our indepen- 


dence would endanger the Weft Indies, 


according to the prefent fyftem of infinite 
confequence to Great Britain, and the 
other powers of Europe. I again repeat, 
that were we independent, the Princes of 
Europe, by enacting perfecutive laws to 
reftrain their fubjeéts in Europe would only 
increafe the evil, fince every one knows:that 
perfecution eternally defeats its own purpofe, 

I fay, that this event would encourage 
many emigrants from Europe, incited as 
well by the natural levity of mankind, as 
the hopes of one day vifiting Mexico, 
The event we now de(cribe is doubtlefs a 
principal motive, which prevents Britain 
from difolving the connedion. Perhaps 
American independence if effected at this 


juncture, might afford materials to light the 


torch of republicanifm fo powerfully in 
Britain, asto deftroy the monarchy. But 
fome may reply, are not fuch future prof{- 
pects of grandeur {ufhicient inducements for 

) independence: 
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independence : : reply, that they are not, 
even could we effect it, without wading 


through feas of blood. Every fenfible per- 


fon will acknowlege, that a well regulated 
conneGtion with Britain, will afford us 


more real happinefs, than independence, 


fupported at an intolerable expence of mo- 
ney, and perhaps of blood. Without doubt, 
a happy mediocrity is preferable to a dan- 
gerous, tho’ brilliant condition; as we 
have partly remarked in the iiftance of an< 
tient and modern Rome. 


In Plain Truth, we obferved; that indes - 


pendence; or a democratical government 
would foon give way to a military fyftem 
im pofed on the colonies, by fome Cromwell 
of our armies. lam not ignorant that fuch 
ufurpation would not take place, while our 
virtuous citizen, General Wathington com- 
mands. Butletus remember, that the per- 
fon whofe turbulent Rens and extenfive 
talents would enable bim to erect a tyran- 
ny, is perhaps at prefent a fubaltern ; whofe 
talents I fay, for war, &cs gradually un- 
folding will prompt, and enable him to 
ruin his country. To illuftrate this fimple 
truth, let us tranfiently view the late civil 
wars. When the patriots of thofe days 
virtuoufly endeavoured to reftrain preroga- 


tive, and afcertain liberty; they raifed armies 
for 
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for that noble purpofe onty: The com- 


mand of which, were given to the Earl of 
Eifex, Lord Fairfax, and other prefbyteria 


ans as truly virtuous, as any men then on 
earth. It is notorious that thofe leaders, as 
well as every virtuous patriot in the king- 
dom, reprobated the thought of deftroying 
that conftitution, which they fo often bled 
todefend. At the commencement of thof 
unhappy times, Cromwell poffefied of no 
fortune, {carcely ranked as a field officer. 
This execrable hypocrite, poffefiing exten- 
five military talents, and a moft perfec 
knowlege of mankind, faw with pleafure, 
that foldiers accufiomed to a life of every 
fpecies of diffipation, would not willingly 
return to their ploughs, looms, &c. He 
alfo knew, that nine tenths of his officers, 
being a fort of Demi-Gentry, (if I may 
exprefs my(elf) had full a ftronger averfion to 
refign their faftidious profeffion (unhappily 
for mankind) more pleafing than their former 
peaceable departments. Cromwell, and his 
congenial affociates, by degrees acquainted 


the foldiers with their real Rrength and in- - 


terefts. It muft alfo be confeffed, that in 
fuch unhappy times, victorious doldiers are 
very readily tutored by a Cromwell, Czfar, 
Pompey, or an Oétavius. The Earl of 

raat Effex, 
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Effex, Lord Fairfax and others, as we have 
already rematked, of the moft approved 
patriotifm and virtue, difdaining to enflave 
their country, and {corning to command 
thofe military hypocrites, were fucceeded 
by Cromwell, whofe crimes and tyranny it 
were fuperfluous to enumerate. In fhort, 
virtuous generals do not fuit foldiers, who 

are determined to enflave their country : 
The fame caufes ever produce the fame 
effects. Hawks were ever birds of prey 5 

AND MEN WILL STILL BE MENe 

The clegant Fergufon remarks, ‘that a 
fpecious government may be formed on 
paper, which in execution may prove ex- 
tremely arbitrary.” Let us however fup- 
pofe fix of the firft fages of antiquity, and 
join with them the moft refpeGable names. 
of our times, and in this venerable Affem- 
bly, let Trajan, who was the beft qualified 
to do henor to human nature, and to re- 
prefentthe divinity on earth: I fay, let the 
almoft divine Trajan prefide in this auguft 
Aflembly, who, in the hours of calm re- 
tirement, are to form a democratical go- 
vernment for us. In theory, perfedt as fuch 
government would feem, let us not delude. 
ourfelves, by fuppofing it would long re= 
main unconvulfed by ambitious men ftriving 
to lord it over their equals. Letus remember 
the dangerous influence obtained by dema- 
BOgucs 
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demagogues in every age, debauching the des 
luded people. Suppofe a dangerous war, do- 
meftic or foreign, victorioufly terminated by 
an ablegeneral, He is adored as well by the 
pore as the foldiery 3 if his abilities equal 
his fortune, what may not he then effec? 
Innumerable are the ways to accomplifh 
His ambitious purpofes. Hiftory affords 
him too many examples to pervert the laws 
of his country. Our ambitious general 
impels his emiflaries in the fenate, to pro- 
mote unjuit wars, laws, and taxes, to deftroy; 
their unhappy country. The wretched peo- 
ple, worn out, arid toffed in feas of anar- 
chy and fedition, at length gladly repofe in 
the fhade of arbitrary fway, where they are 
{ure to find themfelves no lefs wretched. 

It is a melancholy truth that fuch as de- 
lude mankind conftantly reprefent our race 
infinitely more perfect than they really are. 
This hackneyed expedient enables them {pe- 
cioufly to inveigh againft the beft govern- 
ment on earth: Too many of the human 
race give into the fnare, forgetting that 
mankind, according to Soton, and the un- 
_ ‘€rring experience of ages, can BEAR none 
other than imperfect laws: 

Let us remember that the Chinefe, the 
moft ancient refpectable and polifhed people 
on earth, have atheastT for 4000 years been 
governed by Monarchs. Yet furely the 
arbitrary government of China cannot be 
placed in competition with our happy li- 
mited government. I finally afk the parti- 
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zans of the pamphlet called Common 
Senfe if all the moments of eafe peace and 
liberty could be feleéted and united which 
democracies have enjoyed from the origin of 


government until this hour, would they 


equal that portion of — felicity enjoy- 
ed by the Chinefe during the reign only 
of one of their princes? Impelled by exalted 
truth, we an{wer in the negative. Eternally 
true as this affertion will remain, muft not 
fuch partizans blufh to remember they be- 
lieved the abfurd paradoxes and continued 
falfhoods of that defpicable production. P 
Will they not I fay bluth they believed that 
all the blood fpilt on earth, that almoft all 
the miferies of mankind originated from 
kings? And will they not forever bluth to 
have faid that fuch a miferable produdtion as 
the pamphlet in queftion was unanfwerable? 
In fhort, let us remember, that by our 
connéction with Great Britain, we have 


been the happieft people on earth, and by. 


a jult agreement with her we may long 
continue fo. Let us difpaffionately confi- 
der, that in a connection with Great Bri- 
tain, we may pofiefs all the Roszs of ine 
dependence, without being curled with its 
innumerable THORNS... 


We fhall take little notice of aa Viru- ) 


Tent abufe with which the Appendix writer 
ee befpatters the refpectable people, 
called Quakers. His fcurvility on this oc- 
cafion reminds. us of the fable of the dog 
and the moon. Well has Hume faid « that 
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‘there is 20 virtue or moral duty, but what 
with facility may be refined away, if we 
indulge a falfe philofophy, fifting and {cru- 
tinizing by every captious rule of logic, 
&c. In this fort of logic lies our au- 
thor’s fort. Speaking of their virtuous 
teftimony, he has the following words, 
“‘ it tends to the decreafe and reproach of 
all religion whatever, &c.” Need I remark, 
that his affertion is the moft impudent pro- 
flitution of language that ever difgraced the 
Prefe, or ever polluted paper. 

‘The conduct and merals of this moft 
refpectable fociety, is their defence, and I 
hope will ever as efféCually protect them, 
as they have benefitted thezr province of 
Pennfylvania, and adorned mankind by their 
excellent example. We mutt confefs that 
the advancement of the adjoining middle 
colonies in induftry and morality, was prin- 
cipaily owing to the very laudable and pow- 
erful example of thofe real praCticers of 
chriftianity. ‘This honeft truth is dictated 
in gratitude for the fignal bleffings derived 
tothe community at large in the virtuous 


example of thofe induftrious and peaceable: 


moralifts. Utterly unconneGted with any 
of the -fociety is the writer, who is 
poflefied of property, and if he knows him- 
felf, of a natural independence. of fpirit. 
He execrates flattery as ardently as he ve- 
nerates truth. He therefore hopes the rea- 
‘der will perufe Voltaire, and other celcbra~ 
ted aathors on the fubject of this eftimabls 


ry . < o> >=7.3 weer " tr ‘“ “ee " 
Ea pot SA SRE Sal Nee ROSE MT GH SS tt Ts Se aioe Sh aes he . 
SE Ce ea ete SA Aes Spi Se Pe SO inne Shs We Weee te, eT Va SY ae TES xe Bae) ees. 


132 ADDITIONS ro 


fociety. This philofoher treating of that péos 
ple, feems to forget that he is writing the 
hiftory of mankind, which according to him 


is almoft a continued fucceflion of crimes. 


Were not the facts, as modern as notorious, 


we might imagine he is {peaking of beings | 


fuperior to men, 

According to Voltaire, * they began by 
making a league with the Indians their 
neighbours. Tt is the ONLY TREATY be- 
tween thofe people and the chriftians which 


‘was not confirmed by OATH, and which | 


has not been BROKEN or INFRINGED. The 
original inhabitants inftead of flying into 
their forefls, infenfibly accuftomed them- 
felves with the peaceable. Quakers, — As 
much as they detefted the other curis- 
TIAN DESTROYERS and conquerors of 


America, as much did they Love thefe 


new comers. In a little time, thofe pre- 
tended favages charmed with their new 
neighbours, » came in crouds to requeft 
Wane PENN to receive them in’ the 
number of his vaffals. It was a {pectacle 
entirely new——-—-A fovereign whom all the 


world thee’d and thou’d, and addrefled with. 


their heads covered, a government with- 
out priefts, a people without arms, citizens 
all equal, except. in magiftracy, and neigh- 
bours without jea lonfy. Wititiam Penn 


might have beafted of bringing en earth. 


the golden age of which fo much has been 
faid, and which prebably never exifted but 
in Pennsyivania.” We cannot indeed 


a 
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view this pleafing happy pidture of morality, 
without receiving as much pleafure, as we do 
grief, from his narration of the horrid civil 
wars in the firft Charles’s time: Enume- 
rating all the ever deteftable acts of the fa- 
natics, and military hypocrites of that age, 
he fays they perpetrated all their abomina- 
tions while they were sEE ‘KING THE 
Lorp. 

I believe Ihave proved that we have 'not 
numbers nor wealth to fupport a confidera- 
ble army for a length of time, and that we 
have not the moft diftant profpe& of foreign 
aid. Evident it is beyond a difpute, that 
we cannot in our days conftrué a navy to 
raife us to independence, or protec our 
trade———-I therefore hope we fhall not be 
fo dazzled by falfe views of grandeur, as to 
reject honourable terms, and ruth to affured 
deftruction, — : | 

_ [have remarked, that the event of which 


fome perfons feem fo paflionately fond, may ° 


in the fulnefs of time be natural] ly accom= 
plithed, without cofting one drop’ of blood 
to Britain, or our defecndante: If fuch 
event, by the misfortunes or concurrence of 
Great Britain could be immediately effected, 

it would indeed plunge us into inextriceble 

difficulties. | Many weighty confiderations 
might be offered in fupport of this allega- 
tion; fuffice it at prefent to remark hat § we 

are not arrived at {ufficient maturity for this 
important event. Let us view, matters 
through a ferene medium, and not through 
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a glare of deceitful paflione. Let us not 
then put bridles inte our mouths, nor per- 
mit ambitious men to ride us to ruin. 
On this occafion, perhaps it may not be 
mifg to remind the public, that great pa- 
triots have more than once been caught nap- 
ping. Let us hear what the Dean of Glo- 
cefter fays on this head. 


«¢ When the duty on ftamps was firft pro-. 


pofed, the Americans made as little objecti- 
on to it, as could be expected to be made 
to any new tax whatever. Nay, feveral 
of their popular orators. and leaders ufed 
confiderable intereft to be employed as 
agents in the diftribution of thefe ftamps: 
and one among the reft, whom I NEED, 
NOT NAME, was more than ordinary affidu- 
ous in his application on this heads: fo that 


had the a€t pafied within the ufual time, 


inftead of being a flaming American patri~ 
ot, he would probably have acted the part 
of a tax-gatherer and an American publi- 
can. But when the outs and the pouters on 


this fide the water, faw the advantage which 


the minifter gave them by a whole year’s 
delay, they eagerly feifed the opportunity 5 
emiffaries and agents’ were difpatched into 
all quarters; the new{papers were filled with 


invedtives againft the new intended tax, Ie | 
was injudicious ! it was ill-timed ! oppref- 


five! tyrannical | and every thing that was 
bad! Letters upon letters were wrote to 
America to excite the people to aflociate, 


to remonftrate, and even to revolt. The 
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mot ample promifes were made from hence 
of giving them all the affifiance which fac- 


‘tion and clamour, and mock-patrictifm, 


could mufter up. And thenit was that this 
very man, this {elf intended publican, 
changed fides, and commenced a zealous 
patriot. ‘Then he appeared at the bar of 
the houfe of commons to cry down that 
very meafure which he himfelf had efpouf- 
ed; and then as the avenging Angel of 
America. 
He rode in the whirlwind to direct the Storm.” 

Even fincére Patriots are fallible, and at 
fome periods, do not fee the true interefis 
of their country in the cleareft light. 
Thofe who with to underfiand the true 
intereft of America would reap ufeful 
Knowledge, by perufing the pamphlet 
from which the re paragraph is extract- 
ed, it is entitled, ‘* The true intereft of 
Great- Britain, fet He in regard to the Co- 
lonies; and thie only means of living in peace 
and harmony with them; in which 
dre included Five different PLANS fof 
effecting this  defirable purpefe. By 
Jofiah Tucker, D. D. Dean’ of Glocefter.” 


I have been the more particular 1 in men- | 


tioning this piece, becaufe Tam perfuaded 
(notwith{tanding the minifterial attempts 
to ruin this Country) that the intereft of 
Britain and America are fo nearly related, 
and their commercial felicity fo dependent 
upon reciprecality of kindnefles to each other, 
TuatT HonoRaBLeE CoNnNECTIONS, 
m , 
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AND Per ree. PAppiness: 
ARE SYNONYMOUS TERMS: 

In fhort, let us remember, that reconcili- 
ation on generous principles with Great 
Britain, is our true and only road to per- 
manent happinefs, Above all; let us feri- 
oufly confider, that this (when the Com. ° 
mifiioners arrive to treat with the Congrefs) 
is the juncture; this the moment, when we 
may receive every thing we can reafonably 
defire. 

I conclude thefe remarks, by obfervinig; 
that if they are founded in truth, thes is 
will infiruét you to keep a good look 
out, that ye may not be furprized into 

AMERICAN. INDEPENDENCY ; 
without a thorough examinaticn, both a 
it, and its confequences. , 4 


THE END. 


y 
Pees 


Philadelphia, April 10th. 17° ss 


ina few days will be publithed by ROBERT BELL, 
in Third Street. 
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ByaFRIEND of AMERICAN LIBERTY. | 


Let the Goon of the Preorze be the Foundation of aie. 
Haw and Civit GovstNMENT. ‘ 
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Extract; from the Journal of the proceedings, of the ho- 
norable the American Continental Congrefs, held at 
Philadelphia, September fifth 1774. Being that part 
of their Addrefs to the Inhabitants of the Province of 
Quebec, which enumerates, the glorious ziGuTé of 
Englifhmen, and Englith fubjeds: 


__ Among which are included, 
_ THE LIBERTY OF THE PRESS. 
The Committee, to whom the Addrefs to the Inhabitants 
of Quebec was recommitted; reported a draught, which 
was read, and being debated by Paragraphs and amen 
ded, was approved; and is as follows . | 
To tut INHABITANTS 
or THE Province or QUEBEC, 


Friends and Fellow-Subjeds, 

“4 7E, the DELEGATES of the Colo- 

f¥ nies of New-Hampfhire, Maffachu- 
| fetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland and Provi- 
dence Plantations, Connedticut, New- 
York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the 
Counties of Newcaftle Kent and Suffex 
on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North- 
Carolina, andSouth Carolina, deputed by 
the inhabitants of the faid Colonies to repres 
fent them in a general Congrefs at Philadel- 
phia, in the province of Pennfylvania, to 
confult together cencerning the _beft me- 
thods to obtain redrefs of our afflicting 
grievances, having accordingly aflembled, 
and taken into our moft ferious confidera- 
tion the ftate of public affairs on this con- 
tinent, have thought proper to addrefs your 
province, as a member therein deeply in- 


terofted.” 
Pisa « When 
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_ © When the fortune of war, after a gale 
lant and glorious refiftance, had incorpo 
rated you with the body of Englith fub- 
jeéts, we rejoiced in the truly valuable ad- 


expecting, as courage and generofity are 
naturally united, our brave enemies would 
become our hearty friends, and that the 
Divine Being would blefs to you the difpen= 
fations of his over-ruling providence, by 
fecuring to you and your lateft pofterity the 
ineftimable advantages of a. free. Englifh 
conftitution of government, which it is the 
privilege of all Englifh fabjects to enjoy.” 


King’s proclamation, ‘iffued in the year 
full enjoyment of thofe advantages.” 


ing minifters would fo audacioufly and cru- 

elly. abufe the royal authority, as to with- 

hold from you the fruition of the irrevoca- 

ble rights, to which you were thus juftly 
entitled.” \ | he 

. « But fince we have lived to fee the unex 

pected time, when minifters of this flagi- 

tious temper have dared to violate the moff 

facred compaéts and obligations, and as 

you, educated under another form of go- 

vernment, have artfully been kept from dif# 

covering the unfpeakable worth of ¢at form 

you are now undoubtedly entitled to, we 

efteem it our duty, for the: weighty reafon 


tHE AMERICAN CONGRESS ON THS 


dition, both on our own and your account; 


‘¢ Thefe hopes were confirmed by the 
1763, plighting the public faith for yout 


«Little did we imagine that any fucceed- 


RIGHTS OF ENGLISHMEN; 


herein after mentioned, to explain to you 


fome of its: moft important branches,” 

“In every human fociety,” fays the ce- 
Jebrated Marquis Beccaria, there is an 
effort, comtinually tending to confer on one 
part the heighth of power and happinefs, 


and to reduce the other to the extreme of — 


weaknefs and mifery. The intent of good 
laws is to oppofe this effort, and to diffufe 
their influence untverfally and equally.” 

*“ Rulers, ftimulated by this pernicious 
** effort,” and fubje&s, animated by the juft 
“intent of oppofing good laws againtt it,” 
have occafioned that vaft variety of events, 


that fill the hiftories of fo many nations. 


All thefe hiftories demonftrate the truth of 
this fimple pofition, that to live by the will 
of one man, or fet of men, is the produc- 
tion of mifery to all men.” 

“On the folid foundation of this principle, 
Enghithmen reared up the’fabrick of their 
conftitution with fuch a firength, as for ages 
to defy time, tyranny, treachery, internal and 
foreign wars: And as an illuftrious author 
(Montefquieu)of your nation,hereafter men- 
tioned, obfetves,—— ‘they gave the peo- 


ple of their colonies the form of their own. 


government, and this government carrying: 
profperity along with it, they have grown 
great nations in the forefis they were fent to. 
inhabit,” 
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“In this form, the firft grand right is that 
of the people having a fhare in their own 
government by their reprefentatives chofen 
by themfelves, and, in confequence, of. be- 
ing ruled by /aws, which they themfelves 
approve, not by edid/s of men over whom 
they have no contrcul. This is a bulwark 
furrounding and defending their property, 
which by their honeft cares mye labours they - 
have acquired, fo that no portions of it can 
legally be taken from them, but with their 
own full and free confent, when they in. 
their judgment deem it juft and. neceffary 
to give them for public fervices, and pre- 
cifely direét the eafiett, cheapeft, and moft 
equal methods, in which they fhall be col- 
lected.” 

The influence of this right extends ftilh 
farther. If money is wanted by rulers wha. 
have in any tanner opprefled the people, 
they may retain it, until their grievances are’ 
redreffed, and thus peaceably procure relief, 
without trufting to defpifed petitions, or dif ‘ 
turbing the public tranquillity,” ' r diene 

‘© The next great right is that of trial, by: 
jury. This provides, that neither life, li- 
berty nor property can be taken from the. 
~peficflor, until twelve of his unexceptiona~ 
ble countrymen and peers, of his vicinage, 
who from that neighbourhood may reafona- 
ine be fuppofed to be acquainted with his. 

character, and the characters of the wit- 
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RIGHTS OF ENGLISHMEN 


nefles, upon a fair trial, and full enquiry, 


face to face, in open court, before as many, 
of the people as chufe to attend, thall pafs 
their fentence upon oath againft him; a 
fentence that cannot injure him, without 


injuring their own reputation, and probably 


their intereft alfo; as the queftion may 
turn on points that, in fome degree, con- 
cern the general welfare; and if it d ES 
not, their verdict may form a precede. 
that, on a fimilar trial of their own, may 
militate againft themfelves.” 

“Another right relates merely to the liber- 
ty of the perfon. Ifa fubject is feized and 
imprifoned, though by order of govern- 
ment, he may, by virtue of this right, im- 
mediately obtain a writ, termed a Habeas 
Corpus, from a judge, whofe {worn duty it 
is to grant it, and thereupon procure any 
illegal reftraint to be quickly enquired into 
and redreffed,” | 

‘A fourth right is that of holding lands by 
the tenure of eafy rents, and not by rigorous 
and oppreffive fervices, frequently forcing 
the pofleflors from their families and their 
bufinefs, to perform what ought to be done, 


in all well ‘regulated ftates, by men hired 


for. the purpofe.” 
E ‘The laft right, we fhall mention, regards 
the freedom of the prefs. The importance 


of this confifts, befides the advancement of 


truth, fcience, morality, and arts in eene= 


on™ 
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ral, in its diffufion of liberal fentiments on | 
the adminiftration of government, its ready 
communication of thoughts between fub- | 
jets, and its confequential promotion of — 
union among them, whereby oppreffive, ; 
officers are fhamed or intimidated into more 
honorable and juft modes of Sige seas” 
affaits.” 

“Thefe are the invaluable rights, that form 
a confiderabie part of our mild fyftem of go- 

, vernment; that, fending its equitable ener- 
gy through all ranks and clafles of men, de- 
fends the poor from the rich, the weak from 
the powerful, the induftrious from the ra- 
pacious, the peaceable from the violent, 
the tenants from the lords, and all from, 
their fuperiors,” 

“ Thefe are the rights; whet which. - 
people cannot be free and happy, and un- 
der the protecting and encouraging influence. 
of which, thefe colonies have hitherto fo | 
amazingly flourifhed and increafed. ‘Fhefe. 
are the rights, a profligate miniftry are now 
{iriving, by force of arms, to ravifh from, 
us, and which we are, with one mind, re- 
folved never to refign but with our lives.” 


“ THESE ARE THE RIGHTS, YoU ARE 


ENTITLED TO, AND OUGHT AT THIS, 


MOMENT IN PERFECTION TO EXERCISE. , 
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